[bookmark: _ds6fdjveqfn7]Lesson 2
[bookmark: _9zof1py6bla8]Objectives
After successfully completing this lesson, you will be able to
· recognize and correctly present adjective forms.
· comprehend the methods of developing an explanatory essay.
· compose an effective explanatory essay.
· write the definitions and parts of speech for twenty vocabulary words and accurately and revealingly include them in paragraphs of your own creation.
· comprehend and explain aspects of argument and persuasion in literature.
[bookmark: _nmlkgnn22sbq]Grammar - Overview
The grammar section for this second lesson examines the part of speech known as the adjective, including the three forms or degrees of adjective: positive, comparative, and superlative.
[bookmark: _69vwlk5qpptl]Adjectives
An adjective is a descriptive word (or words) that modifies (alters the meaning of) a noun or pronoun to which it is “attached.” An adjective clarifies or enhances a noun or pronoun by revealing which one, what kind, how many, or how much there is of the word it describes:
Which one: The older man in the crowd trains sharks.
What kind: There marches the proud general.
How many: Grandpa has voted in every election.
How much: The students requested less homework.
Note also that the articles a, an, and the are also considered adjective types.
[bookmark: _ifc843ulhn0e]Adjective Forms of Comparison
In describing nouns or pronouns, most adjectives may appear in three different forms to show the degree of comparison used in description: positive, comparative, and superlative.
[bookmark: _3emxg3zi0pf]Positive Form
Positive form is the most basic form of the adjective and is not intended to show comparison:
The young lion paced back and forth.
Luke always orders orange juice.
[bookmark: _wnmkive27k9n]Comparative Form
Comparative form reveals a comparison between two person, places, or things:
Wanda is happier than her sister.
Eddie seems more intelligent than his brother.
[bookmark: _t3xdxo44yet6]Superlative Form
Superlative form introduces a comparison between three or more persons, places, or things:
Wilt is the tallest player on the team.
Sally is the most energetic of all.
When applying an adjective to a noun or pronoun to indicate a degree of comparison, observe the following basic rules:
1. To form the comparative of most one- and two-syllable adjectives, add the word more to the front of the word or the prefix “-er” to the end of the word:
tall becomes taller
hopeful becomes more hopeful
2. To form the superlative of most one- and two-syllable adjectives, add the word most to the front of the word or the prefix “-est” to the end of the word:
tall becomes tallest
hopeful becomes most hopeful
3. To form the comparative or superlative of adjectives with three or more syllables, add only the word more or most:
practical becomes more practical
intelligent becomes most intelligent
Although these three rules of comparison formation hold true almost always, there are a few exceptions. For example, bad doesn’t become badder, and good doesn’t become goodest (though users of slang might think otherwise).
[bookmark: _fx8xe8uyn1m9]Additional Explanation of Adjectives
Note that additional material explaining adjectives is found on pages R57–R59 of your textbook.
[bookmark: _8n2tk5r7p5lj]Grammar - Written Assignment Instructions
This is part 1 of your assignment for lesson 2. Remember, each lesson in this course has four parts, which you must complete and clearly label in one Word® document.
1. For each sentence below, identify every adjective and label its form as positive, comparative, or superlative.


1. This winter was harsher than ever.
2. Her car should come to a full stop.
3. Todd was most worried about his brother.
4. The lieutenant is braver than the corporal.
5. The slowest cars will line up last.
 
2. Compose a complete sentence which correctly contains the adjective form called for.


1. positive form
2. comparative form
3. superlative form
4. one adjective in positive form, another in comparative form
5. one adjective in comparative form, another in superlative form
6. two adjectives in superlative form
Do not submit your written assignment for lesson 2 until you have finished all the written assignment sections and put them in one Word® document. Complete instructions for submitting your work is provided in the Written Assignment Instructions of the Literature section.
[bookmark: _ucbun4acr969]Composition - Overview
The composition section for this second lesson applies your knowledge of the multi-paragraph essay to a specific type of writing—an essay of explanation.
[bookmark: _vtbvm1fm9abf]The Explanatory Essay
An essay of explanation, as its name suggests, is designed to explain an assertion or statement made about a topic. For example, the topic sentence “The new housing development on Kingsbridge Road is a disgrace to our community” is an assertion about a subject: the new housing development. But it is a statement that requires further explanation. The explanatory essay may offer such an explanation in several supportive ways: (1) by providing facts or statistics, (2) by providing specific examples, or (3) by providing reasons.
[bookmark: _aicq4tqv646h]Providing Facts or Statistics
The three paragraphs of the body (review the outline in lesson 1) of the explanatory essay offer direct support for the controlling purpose stated in the introductory paragraph. The support in these paragraphs might consist of numerical data (statistics) or objective statements of truth (facts) about the subject, as opposed to biased or emotional statements.
[bookmark: _fl8fhlllf69q]Providing Specific Examples
Closely related to supportive facts or statistics, the technique of providing examples in an explanatory essay is also fact-oriented—but need not be data-driven or statistical in nature. Here the three-paragraph body of the essay directly supports the controlling purpose through personal observations, past experiences, or historical recollection.
[bookmark: _m2xsknui70qz]Providing Reasons
The third method of support in an explanatory essay calls for providing reasons in defense of the statement or position announced in the topic sentence. Here, reasons are offered to demonstrate the validity or correctness of the position taken.
[bookmark: _dgw6937wmev9]Composition - Written Assignment Instructions
This is part 2 of your assignment for lesson 2. Remember, each lesson in this course has four parts, which you must complete and clearly label in one Word® document.
Developing a subject of your choice, compose a five-paragraph explanatory essay of approximately 350 words in which you directly support your clearly stated controlling purpose by using one or more of the three supportive methods: providing facts or statistics, providing specific examples, and/or providing reason.
Do not submit your written assignment for lesson 2 until you have finished all the written assignment sections and put them in one Word® document. Complete instructions for submitting your work is provided in the Written Assignment Instructions of the Literature section.
[bookmark: _nvxtbom2i59n]Vocabulary - Word List
The vocabulary section for this second lesson continues your exposure to words derived from Latin roots. Again, while you will not be tested on your knowledge of roots, you should heighten your awareness of their contribution to word meaning in the English language.
 
[bookmark: _c9htikncpiyi]Vocabulary
Below is a vocabulary list of twenty words. You're responsible for:
· learning the spelling of each word.
· the definition of each word.
· its part of speech (noun, verb, or adjective).
· and how to use each word accurately and revealingly in a sample sentence that you create.
IMPORTANT: Do not submit this vocabulary list with your written assignments. Instead, use the lists to prepare for the written assignments and review.
[bookmark: _5hxhry3yzdmw]Vocabulary List for Lesson 2
1. fortitude
2. impertinent
3. ambivalence
4. exacerbate
5. curtail
6. rapport
7. cognizant
8. admonish
9. sustenance
10. deviant
11. abstinence
12. inadvertent
13. euphoria
14. retrospect
15. ambulatory
16. elucidate
17. engender
18. impenitent
19. bellicose
20. irrepressible
[bookmark: _87rvyf51jlk8]Vocabulary - Written Assignment Instructions
This is part 3 of your assignment for lesson 2. Remember, each lesson in this course has four parts, which you must complete and clearly label in one Word® document.
1. Accurately and revealingly using the following ten words from this lesson’s vocabulary list in a series of complete sentences, write a one-paragraph explanation of the benefits of a good diet and regular exercise. Underline the designated words, which you may use in any form or order. Label this assignment as Vocabulary 1.


	curtail
	irrepressible
	ambivalence

	sustenance
	abstinence
	euphoria

	engender
	cognizant
	ambulatory

	fortitude
	 
	 


2. Accurately and revealingly using the following ten words from this lesson’s vocabulary list in a series of complete sentences, compose a one-paragraph note of apology from one friend to another for his/her embarrassing behavior the night before. Underline the designated words, which you may use in any form or order. Label this assignment as Vocabulary 2.


	retrospect
	exacerbate
	admonish

	impertinent
	inadvertent
	elucidate

	deviant
	rapport
	impenitent

	bellicose
	 
	 


Do not submit your written assignment for lesson 2 until you have finished all the written assignment sections and put them in one Word® document. Complete instructions for submitting your work is provided in the Written Assignment Instructions of the Literature section.
[bookmark: _4a3moeapsu8u]Literature - Introduction
The literature section for lesson 2 explores the concepts of argument and persuasion. Selected readings of primarily nonfiction present techniques of taking a position, supporting it, and advancing it in an effort to gain reader agreement or acceptance.
[bookmark: _ajmwswhz8ezu]Literature - Reading Assignment
This is part 3 of your assignment for lesson 2. Remember, each lesson in this course has four parts, which you must complete and clearly label in one Word® document.
1. Accurately and revealingly using the following ten words from this lesson’s vocabulary list in a series of complete sentences, write a one-paragraph explanation of the benefits of a good diet and regular exercise. Underline the designated words, which you may use in any form or order. Label this assignment as Vocabulary 1.


	curtail
	irrepressible
	ambivalence

	sustenance
	abstinence
	euphoria

	engender
	cognizant
	ambulatory

	fortitude
	 
	 


2. Accurately and revealingly using the following ten words from this lesson’s vocabulary list in a series of complete sentences, compose a one-paragraph note of apology from one friend to another for his/her embarrassing behavior the night before. Underline the designated words, which you may use in any form or order. Label this assignment as Vocabulary 2.


	retrospect
	exacerbate
	admonish

	impertinent
	inadvertent
	elucidate

	deviant
	rapport
	impenitent

	bellicose
	 
	 


Do not submit your written assignment for lesson 2 until you have finished all the written assignment sections and put them in one Word® document. Complete instructions for submitting your work is provided in the Written Assignment Instructions of the Literature section.
[bookmark: _2xr1hzses08k]Literature - Introduction
The literature section for lesson 2 explores the concepts of argument and persuasion. Selected readings of primarily nonfiction present techniques of taking a position, supporting it, and advancing it in an effort to gain reader agreement or acceptance.
[bookmark: _408vew5xztzr]Literature - Reading Assignment
In McDougal Littell Literature:
· “Critical Reading Workshop: Argument and Persuasion,” pages 594–99
· Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.’s “I Have a Dream,” pages 600–08
· Michael J. Fox’s “Testimony Before the Senate,” pages 610–17
· Andrea Rock’s “How Private Is Your Private Life?” pages 620–27
· Arthur M. Ahalt’s “The Privacy Debate: One Size Doesn’t Fit All,” pages 628–31
· Ellen Goodman’s “Primal Screen,” pages 638–41
· Ray Bradbury’s “The Pedestrian,” pages 642–48
[bookmark: _1ghhy1nn7uly]Literature - Overview
[bookmark: _2zujd5b23a2p]Argumentation
Argumentation has a single, clearly defined purpose—to convince a reader to accept the validity or correctness of a claim or opinion with respect to a subject. Because topics of argumentation are debatable, often controversial, the writer’s main idea must be defended or “sold” to a reader—with the goal of winning the reader over to agreement with the writer’s claim.
Support for an author’s claim or opinion is essential in argumentation, and this support is based upon logical reasons, which, in turn, are supported by factual evidence. Emotional appeals have no place in argumentation; although, as you will see, they are quite appropriate in persuasive presentations.
“Motorcycle Helmet Bill” on page 595 of your textbook is a brief illustration of argumentation. Particularly note the author’s use of facts and statistics in support of her position as well as the absence of emotion in this effort to gain the support of the Maryland Senate. Argument is also a pronounced element of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.’s famous “I Have a Dream” speech. Here also, observe King’s reliance on reason in presentation of evidence of racial injustice within his eloquent call for freedom.
[bookmark: _vrum98iujqhv]Persuasion
Like argument, persuasion has a single, clearly defined objective—to influence a reader either to think or act in the way urged by an author. While persuasion may make use of facts and logic to support a position, it is not limited to a strictly rational approach. With compelling language, persuasion may also present ethical or emotional appeals to gain reader acceptance. Observe the techniques of persuasion identified on page 596 of your textbook. Each of them may be found in this study session’s reading assignment.
“The New Frontier” on page 599 of your textbook is a rousing speech of persuasion in which then-President John F. Kennedy calls for a national commitment to the exploration of space. Persuasive techniques are also identifiable in Michael J. Fox’s “Testimony Before the Senate,” where he presents an appeal for funding research and treatment of Parkinson’s disease.
[bookmark: _w2i3e98jov3v]Literature - Written Assignment Instructions
This is part 4 of your assignment for lesson 2. Remember, each lesson in this course has four parts, which you must complete and clearly label in one Word® document.
When you have completed all the written assignment sections for this lesson, you will be ready to submit your assignment for grading.
1. In a well-developed paragraph of approximately 150 words, first explain what is meant by argument and persuasion. Then discuss the techniques that may be used in the development of each.
2. Choose any one of the selections from this study session’s reading assignment that is an example of argument. Then, in approximately 150 words, identify the main point of this work and offer specific examples of techniques used to advance this argument.
3. Choose any one of the selections from this study session’s reading assignment that is an example of persuasion. Then, in approximately 150 words, identify the main point of this work and offer examples of persuasive techniques used to support this point.
[bookmark: _2isu36i06l6o]Submitting Your Assignment
When you have completed all four parts of the written assignment, provide your response to this assignment as a Word document titled “[Assignmentname]_FirstnameLastname”. Follow these instructions to submit your assignment to Google Classroom. Review the Written Assignment Checklist to be sure you have included all the exercises for this assignment. Attach your Word® document and submit your assignment.

