[bookmark: _ds6fdjveqfn7]Lesson 4
[bookmark: _9zof1py6bla8]Objectives
After successfully completing this lesson, you will be able to
· recognize and correctly present prepositions and prepositional phrases.
· comprehend the methods of developing a comparison-contrast essay.
· compose an effective comparison-contrast essay.
· write the definitions and parts of speech for twenty vocabulary words and accurately and revealingly include them in paragraphs of your own creation.
· understand and explain a variety of literary elements, including style, voice, tone, and humor.
[bookmark: _mrip5gpbhtno]Grammar - Overview
This fourth grammar session presents the part of speech known as the preposition, along with the prepositional phrases they introduce.
[bookmark: _ib3ca83zmwm]Prepositions
A preposition is a word that shows a relationship between its object (a noun or pronoun accompanying the preposition) and another word in the sentence. Prepositions and their phrases may be found anywhere in an English sentence construction, from beginning to end. Not only highly mobile, prepositions are also very useful in describing or modifying nouns (where they are used as adjectives) or verbs (where they are used as adverbs).
A prepositional phrase is formed by an introductory preposition followed by its noun or pronoun object (along with any adjective modifiers of the object):
The flowers by the church bloom all year long. (by is the preposition, church its object)
We have moved to Nantucket. (to is the preposition, Nantucket its object)
With great sadness we entered the courtroom. (With is the preposition, “sadness” its object)
Prepositions are plentiful in the English language. Below is a partial list to provide a sense of their identity:
	over
	to
	for
	before

	under
	at
	up
	after

	around
	above
	without
	since

	through
	into
	near
	onto

	on
	out
	of
	beside

	by
	from
	in
	within

	with
	down
	below
	past


[bookmark: _3ws2wpza66j6]Prepositional Phrase Used as Adjective
A prepositional phrase functions as an adjective when the entire phrase, taken together, describes a preceding noun (occasionally a pronoun):
The priest was a member of the Franciscan order. (The prepositional phrase of the Franciscan order is used collectively as an adjective to describe the preceding noun member, telling what kind.)
We must take home that dog in the cage. (The prepositional phrase in the cage collectively functions as an adjective in describing the preceding noun dog, telling which one.)
[bookmark: _we9axjj2y1g2]Prepositional Phrase Used as Adverb
A prepositional phrase is used as an adverb when the entire phrase collectively operates to describe a verb (which may be found either before or after the prepositional phrase):
We found jewelry under the sofa. (The prepositional phrase under the sofa is used collectively as an adverb to describe the preceding verb found, telling where.)
After the dance, we ate a large breakfast. (The prepositional phrase After the dance is used as an adverb to describe the verb ate, telling when.)
[bookmark: _vzcuful99lff]Additional Explanation of Prepositions
Note that additional material explaining prepositions and prepositional phrases is found on page R60 of your textbook.

[bookmark: _ldn11jp7nfnj]Grammar - Written Assignment Instructions
This is part 1 of your assignment for lesson 4. Remember, each lesson in this course has four parts, which you must complete and clearly label in one Word® document.
1. For each sentence below, identify every prepositional phrase and indicate whether it is used as an adjective or as an adverb.

1. A distracted driver crashed through the door yesterday.
2. Beside the pond sat a very graceful swan.
3. The computer on the desk must be repaired.
4. Before the game we will join the parade.
5. A salesman from Toronto visited our town.
6. The circus performer without a safety net is very brave.
7. We will travel to Chicago before noon.
8. The reason for our trip is not obvious.
9. The climber at the summit has been there since yesterday.
10. That landscaper near the garage planted shrubs around the mailbox.
 
2. Compose a complete sentence which correctly contains the prepositional phrase(s) called for.

1. a prepositional phrase used as an adjective
2. a prepositional phrase used as an adverb
3. two prepositional phrases used as adjectives
4. two prepositional phrases used as adverbs
5. one prepositional phrase used as an adjective, another as an adverb
Do not submit your written assignment for lesson 4 until you have finished all the written assignment sections and put them in one Word® document. Complete instructions for submitting your work is provided in the Written Assignment Instructions of the Literature section.
[bookmark: _36dw3a26hhhm]Composition - Overview
The composition section for lesson 4 directs your attention to yet another type of multi-paragraph essay, the essay of comparison or contrast.
[bookmark: _x3q04xmue4ze]The Comparison-Contrast Essay
An essay of comparison or contrast, unlike the other essay types examined in the preceding lessons, develops two subjects at the same time. In doing so, this method demonstrates either the similarities (by comparison) shared by the two subjects or the differences (by contrast) between them.
Revealing the similarities or differences between the two chosen subjects is accomplished by first identifying three general features or aspects shared by them. For example, two Scandinavian countries might be compared by their climate, geographical features, and political system. Further, more specific details would then be provided to support or illustrate these three general points of comparison.
[bookmark: _uo3dvvuy8tr9]Subject-by-subject Organization
For this lesson, the subject-by-subject method of organization is used to develop the points of similarity between the two topics. This method, after your essay’s introductory paragraph, calls for each of the following two paragraphs (the essay body) to focus on one of the two chosen subjects, developing the three features or aspects of that subject in its own paragraph. The outline below illustrates a way to organize this type of essay.
1. Introductory Paragraph
 Identification of the two subjects, statement of controlling purpose, and identification of three general points of similarity shared by the two subjects.
2. Body of the Essay (two paragraphs)
1. Subject #1 (Country A, for example)
1. Climate of Country A
1. specific supporting details
2. Geographical features of Country A
1. specific supporting details
3. Political system of Country A
1. specific supporting details
2. Subject #2 (Country B, for example)
1. Climate of Country B
1. specific supporting details
2. Geographical features of Country B
1. specific supporting details
3. Political system of Country B
1. specific supporting details
3. Concluding Paragraph
[bookmark: _hgyplzswr2z7]Additional Explanation of Comparison-Contrast Writing
Note that additional material explaining comparison-contrast writing is found on pages R37–R38 of your textbook.
[bookmark: _t7y2boyvfa69]Composition - Written Assignment Instructions
This is part 2 of your assignment for lesson 4. Remember, each lesson in this course has four parts, which you must complete and clearly label in one Word® document.
Compose a comparison or contrast four-paragraph essay of approximately 350 words about any two subjects, real or imagined, of your choice. Your essay should demonstrate either the similarities or differences (not both) between these two subjects. Your essay should use the subject-by-subject method of organization as illustrated in the outline in this study session.
Do not submit your written assignment for lesson 4 until you have finished all the written assignment sections and put them in one Word® document. Complete instructions for submitting your work is provided in the Written Assignment Instructions of the Literature section.
[bookmark: _nvxtbom2i59n]Vocabulary - Word List
The vocabulary word selections for this study session again reflect words derived from Latin roots.
[bookmark: _mrji9psgif1z]Vocabulary
Below is a vocabulary list of twenty words. You're responsible for:
· learning the spelling of each word.
· the definition of each word.
· its part of speech (noun, verb, or adjective).
· and how to use each word accurately and revealingly in a sample sentence that you create.
IMPORTANT: Do not submit this vocabulary list with your written assignments. Instead, use the lists to prepare for the written assignments and review.
[bookmark: _3vcqqsdn9mbw]Vocabulary List for Lesson 4
1. bipartisan
2. devotee
3. loquacious
4. immutable
5. bibliophile
6. sumptuous
7. plaudit
8. disparate
9. incisive
10. ambiance
11. salient
12. veracity
13. metamorphosis
14. gregarious
15. expansive
16. explicate
17. equanimity
18. polyglot
19. rapture
20. resonate
[bookmark: _87rvyf51jlk8]Vocabulary - Written Assignment Instructions
This is part 3 of your assignment for lesson 4. Remember, each lesson in this course has four parts, which you must complete and clearly label in one Word® document.
1. Accurately and revealingly using the following ten words from this lesson’s vocabulary list in a series of complete sentences, compose a one-paragraph invitation to attend the dedication ceremony of a new national park. Underline the designated words, which you may use in any form or order. Label this assignment as Vocabulary 1.

	expansive
	immutable
	resonate

	disparate
	rapture
	metamorphosis

	ambiance
	salient
	sumptuous

	bipartisan
	 
	 


2. Accurately and revealingly using the following ten words from this lesson’s vocabulary list in a series of complete sentences, write a one-paragraph speech introducing the winner of the teacher-of-the-year award. Underline the designated words, which you may use in any form or order. Label this assignment as Vocabulary 2.


	loquacious
	bibliophile
	equanimity

	devotee
	gregarious
	plaudit

	incisive
	polyglot
	veracity

	explicate
	 
	 


Do not submit your written assignment for lesson 4 until you have finished all the written assignment sections and put them in one Word® document. Complete instructions for submitting your work is provided in the Written Assignment Instructions of the Literature section.
[bookmark: _4a3moeapsu8u]Literature - Introduction
Lesson 4’s literature section, in selected works spanning the genres of fiction, nonfiction, poetry, and drama, presents consideration of a variety of literary elements and techniques: author’s style, author’s voice, tone, and humor.
[bookmark: _ajmwswhz8ezu]Literature - Reading Assignment
In McDougal Littell Literature:
· “Literary Analysis Workshop: Author’s Style and Voice,” pages 744–49
· Tim O’Brien’s “Where Have You Gone, Charming Billy?” pages 750–61
· James Thurber’s “The Princess and the Tin Box,” pages 764–69
· Barbara Kingsolver’s “Going to Japan,” pages 774–80
· Mary Oliver’s “A Few Words,” pages 782–87
· Emily Dickinson’s “A narrow Fellow in the Grass” and “‘Hope’ is the thing with feathers—,” pages 790–95
· Nikki Giovanni’s “Luxury” and “Kidnap Poem,” pages 796–801
· Neil Simon’s “The Sneeze,” pages 802–11
[bookmark: _2xr1hzses08k]Literature - Overview
[bookmark: _b3dtxyd6cp09]Author’s Style
A person’s style, as you have observed in your own life experiences, is the way in which an individual presents or conducts him- or herself. Everyone displays his or her own unique way of acting and speaking. So, too, do authors present their own unique style in their writing—the way a particular work is expressed, not necessarily what is said. An author’s presentation of style is first detectable in a number of stylistic types: formal, informal, journalistic, and literary.
[bookmark: _gt6z9080wyi2]Formal Style
A formal style of writing is generally straightforward and serious. Indications of formal style include the use of elevated, often abstract language: sophisticated, complex sentence structure; and close conformity to the rules of grammar. The selection from My Ántonia on page 745 of your textbook is an example of formal style.
[bookmark: _14e8r83cem58]Informal Style
Informal writing tends to be lighter in tone than formal, as it often makes use of everyday, conversational language, including contractions (don’t rather than do not) and slang rather than conventional word choice. Sentences in informal style tend to be short, simple, and even fragmentary. Informal style is illustrated in the selection from “Geraldo No Last Name” on page 747 of your textbook.
[bookmark: _yhrs6s95f5ec]Journalistic Style
Journalistic style, as its name suggests, is generally concerned with factual reporting, often expressed in neutral (rather than emotional) words contained in short sentences. Journalistic writing is objective, where the author’s personal voice is diminished or nonexistent. The selection from “Prairyerth” on page 745 of your textbook exemplifies journalistic style.
[bookmark: _39wsoijhfip8]Literary Style
Literary style, sharing some aspects of formal style, often includes sophisticated language in lengthy, rather complex sentences. Mood-creating imagery (see lesson 3) may also be present in literary style along with a voice that projects narrator personality rather than unemotional objectivity. Literary style is recognizable in the selection from “The War of the Worlds” on page 748 of your textbook.
[bookmark: _2zvnr2wfige]Author’s Voice
Voice is the human personality projected in a literary work through its storyteller or reporter. Voice is indicative of an author’s personality, perspective, and attitudes and may be created through techniques of word choice, sentence structure, and tone.
[bookmark: _s7jsjn55y7v1]Word Choice
Word choice, also known as diction (see lesson 1), is an essential component in the rendering of author voice. Choice of words may be revealing of personality while providing description of persons, scenes, situations, or events. Words chosen may express either denotative (literal) or connotative (emotionally-associated) meaning. For example “unconventional” is a neutral, denotative word, while “hare-brained” is a more subjective, judgmental, connotative word choice.
[bookmark: _rdkpfbgp4f8v]Sentence Structure
As illustrated in previous sections of this study session, sentence structure also may contribute to narrator personality created by an author. Lengthy, complex sentences tend to establish a serious, more formal voice, while shorter, simplified sentence structure conveys a personality that is lighter, less stuffy, more “everyday regular.”
[bookmark: _xi63f4z98m2o]Tone
Closely related to style and voice is the tone of a literary work. Tone, as you may recall from lesson 1, is the attitude demonstrated by an author’s writing, reflecting the perspective and feelings of a writer. Tone may vary widely from the highly informal to the officiously formal. Mary Oliver’s “A Few Words” clearly conveys a tone—one of the author’s no-nonsense statement of reverence for the majesty of Nature.
[bookmark: _cu3zrjhy0lgb]Humor
One of the more engaging aspects of literature is humor, its ability to make a reader smile—or even laugh out loud. Levels of humor may range from the softly subtle to uproarious slapstick. Two common forms of humor in literature are parody and farce.
[bookmark: _au4jkf67eqmz]Parody
A parody is a type of literature whose humor has purpose. Parodies lightheartedly mimic or imitate other works, types, or styles of literature, typically for the purpose of poking fun. A parody effectively criticizes or ridicules its target subject, often utilizing sarcasm and exaggeration. Look for entertaining elements of parody in the mock-fairy tale presented in James Thurber’s “The Princess and the Tin Box.”
[bookmark: _80t58noh1n33]Farce
A second type of humorous literature is farce. Farce, like parody, has a purpose, though it is far less subtle or critical; parody’s purpose is simply to keep the reader laughing. A farce often includes highly unrealistic, fanciful, and exaggerated situations; absurdly laughable twists of plot; and comical dialogue between stereotypically unsophisticated characters. Farce is clearly evident in Neil Simon’s “The Sneeze.”
[bookmark: _w2i3e98jov3v]Literature - Written Assignment Instructions
This is part 4 of your assignment for lesson 3. Remember, each lesson in this course has four parts, which you must complete and clearly label in one Word® document.
1. In a well-developed paragraph of approximately 150 words, first explain what is meant by an author’s style. Then, from the reading assignment for this study session, specifically illustrate formal and informal style present in any two selections of your choice, one for each of the two styles.

2. In a well-developed paragraph of approximately 150 words, first explain what is meant by an author’s voice. Then, choosing any one selection from this study session’s reading assignment, specifically illustrate author’s voice in your chosen work.

3. In a well-developed paragraph of approximately 150 words, first explain what is meant by tone in a literary work. Then, choosing any one selection from the reading assignment for this study session, identify and discuss the presence of tone in your chosen work.

4. In a well-developed paragraph of approximately 150 words, first briefly identify the similarities and differences between parody and farce. Then, referring specifically to Thurber’s “The Princess and the Tin Box,” identify the elements of parody in this work.
[bookmark: _2isu36i06l6o]Submitting Your Assignment
When you have completed all four parts of the written assignment, provide your response to this assignment as a Word document titled “[Assignmentname]_FirstnameLastname”. Follow these instructions to submit your assignment to Google Classroom. Review the Written Assignment Checklist to be sure you have included all the exercises for this assignment. Attach your Word® document and submit your assignment.
