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[bookmark: _jgi06lror9q5]Course Introduction
English 9 Second Semester, offers diverse learning experiences to further develop knowledge and skill proficiency in the subject areas of grammar, composition, vocabulary, literature, and speech.
Grammar study explores a variety of topics, including adjectives, adverbs, and prepositions—their varying forms, proper placement, and usage—as well as independent and dependent clauses and four basic sentence types: simple, compound, complex, and compound-complex.
Composition activities emphasize the development of multi-paragraph themes with particular focus on several essay types: explanation, description, comparison-contrast, persuasion, and argumentation.
Vocabulary development, especially words derived from Latin roots, is featured in each lesson. Accurate and revealing usage of designated vocabulary words in paragraphs of the student’s own creation is emphasized.
Literature study sessions explore works of short fiction, nonfiction, poetry, drama, and the novel To Kill a Mockingbird. Particular attention is paid to such literary elements as plot, setting, characterization, conflict, figurative language, voice, tone, style, and theme.
A Speech unit presents aspects of delivering a speech and elements of speech composition, emphasizing the particular importance of speech openings. You will also record two speech beginnings and a speech of persuasion to submit as MP3 files.
[bookmark: _fo4dschrmnjg]Required Materials
· McDougal Littell. Indiana McDougal Littell Literature. Evanston, Illinois: McDougal Littell, 2008. ISBN 13: 978-0-618-90185-2
· Lee, Harper. To Kill a Mockingbird. New York, NY: Warner Books, 1982. ISBN-13: 978-0-446-31078-9
[bookmark: _pzuglib5v2tu]Course Overview
This course consists of ten lessons. Lessons 1–4 and 6–9 cover course content and have objectives, overviews, brief writing assignments, and for the literature sessions, reading assignments. Lessons 5 and 10 provide information about the course’s midterm and final exams.
Lesson 1 presents a study of verb tenses, strategies for outlining/writing a five-paragraph essay, a first vocabulary list for study, and consideration of the author's purpose in literature.
Lesson 2 offers adjective forms, preparation for developing an explanatory essay, vocabulary study, and an examination of argument and persuasion in literature.
Lesson 3 focuses on adverb forms, development of the descriptive essay, vocabulary study, and an introduction to poetic forms and techniques.
Lesson 4 directs attention to prepositions, development of one approach to the comparison-contrast essay, vocabulary study, and exploration of a variety of literary elements, including style, voice, tone, and the use of humor.
Lesson 5 Instructor, please inform students of any exam information here.
Lesson 6 presents conjunctions, development of another organizational approach to the comparison-contrast essay, vocabulary study, and an introduction to historical and cultural context in literature and the Harlem Renaissance.
Lesson 7 includes an explanation of verbals and verbal phrases, development of the persuasive essay, vocabulary study, and a consideration of the first part of the novel To Kill a Mockingbird.
Lesson 8 presents independent and subordinate clauses, as well as development of the essay of argumentation, vocabulary study, and Part Two of To Kill a Mockingbird.
Lesson 9 features sentence pattern types, vocabulary study, aspects of delivering a speech, and elements of effective speech composition, particularly speech openings.
Lesson 10 Instructor, please inform students of any exam information here.
[bookmark: _7ah65gazsvbb]Completing Lessons
Each lesson begins with a list of lesson objectives. These will help you focus on what’s most important in the lesson and tell you what you should be able to do after completing the lesson.
[bookmark: _b0w3r7lcbxp3]Sections
For your convenience, each lesson is divided into four sections covering grammar, composition, vocabulary, and literature. These sections will feature pertinent segments such as overviews, written assignments, and for the literature section, assigned readings.
· Overview: There will be an overview at the beginning of most sections within the lesson. These overviews summarize the section’s content, provide you with focal points and clearly identify and explain the elements featured in a given lesson or demonstrate the presence of such elements in the assigned readings.
· Written Assignments: Each section’s writing tasks ask you to demonstrate your grasp of the material or respond to the designated readings. The assignments will call for you to identify parts of speech; write different types of sentences, paragraphs, or essays; develop your vocabulary; and comprehend literary themes and techniques.
 So that your instructor can distinguish one part of a writing assignment from another, be sure to clearly label each part of your assignment (e.g., Lesson 1, Composition Outline 1; Lesson 2, Vocabulary 2; Lesson 6, Literature Paragraph 4; etc.)

 Important: Note that the written assignment for each lesson has four parts: one part for each section. You will have a grammar, composition, vocabulary, and literature written assignment you must complete for each lesson before you can submit your assignment for grading. Answer all four parts of the assignment in one Word® document. Be sure to label each question clearly. Complete instructions for submitting your assignment is provided with each lesson in the Written Assignment Literature section.

· Reading Assignments: Lesson reading assignments are drawn from the course’s textbook, Indiana McDougal Littell Literature and Harper Lee’s novel, To Kill a Mockingbird.
 It’s essential that you carefully read—and then reread—all parts of the reading assignment. It’s also important for you to think about what you’re reading.

 Your textbook does a fine job of helping to promote thinking by analyzing and raising questions about each reading. Be sure to check out its extra features to enhance your reading and promote more meaningful understanding of the assigned selections.

 You are encouraged to check out the additional resources and optional Web activities available through the textbook’s related site, ClassZone.com.

· Recorded Speech Assignment: In lesson 9, your written assignment requires not only a written Word document submission, but it also asks you to record two speech openings and one speech of persuasion and submit them for grading as MP3 files. It does not matter what device you use to create these recordings, the only requirement is that you upload them as MP3 files.
[bookmark: _m5abnfp506zo]Exams
Instructor, please inform students of any exam information here.
[bookmark: _o7qd57mzno0x]Your Course Grade
Instructor, please inform students of any grading information here.
[bookmark: _v7y82t5yrn9r]Plagiarism
Instructor, please inform students of any plagiarism information here.

