[bookmark: _j6m3fmms7flj]Introduction
[bookmark: _brxhlszazatv]What Can a Speech Course Do For You?
Welcome to English 09S Speech. Gaining good communication skills is a smart investment in a society wherein communication is inevitable! The satisfaction you will receive once you have carefully constructed your thoughts into words will not only give you more confidence as a public speaker, but it will further your opportunities and increase your abilities to communicate.
Effective communication is vital. Whether it’s building your confidence, getting a job or promotion, or giving a toast at your best friend’s wedding, you will benefit from a speech course.
Public speaking is an art. There are many forms of communication; likewise, there are many types of speeches. We will explore a variety of speeches in this course. As you learn the essentials of good communication, you will find this course to be applicable to your daily life as well as your future while simultaneously enjoyable!
[bookmark: _6dqipujj27yz]Course Objectives
When you have successfully completed this course, you will be able to
· feel confident when making oral presentations.
· consider your audience when choosing a topic and researching, writing, and making presentations.
· analyze speeches and say what makes them effective (or not).
· use various communication techniques and rhetorical devices to make your speeches more effective.
· recognize the different types of arguments and be able to distinguish among them.
· deliver informative, persuasive, demonstration, impromptu, and special occasion speeches.
· identify the rules for conducting successful interviews.
· interview a community leader.
· complete a mock job interview.
· perform dramatic works, including poems, monologues, and children’s stories, in a way that engages and affects your audience.
· write a play review.
· analyze media messages, including commercial advertisements and political campaign ads.
· use logical, ethical, and emotional appeals to enhance the tone and purpose of your speeches.
· create your own commercial for a new product.
· research a historical topic and present your findings in an informative speech.
· deliver a multimedia presentation.
[bookmark: _9t562l8pmhun]Required Textbook and Technology
The following materials are required to complete this course:
· Essentials of Speech Communication by Sharon Franklin and Deborah J. Clark (Holt McDougal, 2001). ISBN: 978-0-618-04829-8
· Access to a video camera to record your speech assignments (Read Video Submission Instructions for more details.)
· Adobe Reader to open PDFs (Go to Adobe.com
·  (Links to an external site.)
·  for a free download.)
· To complete lesson 8, you will need to attend a play.
[bookmark: _45qebsywiaql]Course Format
This is a project-based course. Much of your work will focus on analyzing speeches as well as creating and delivering your own speeches. You will also read selections from the textbook and online materials.
The lessons cover the following topics:
Lesson 1: Analyzing Speeches
Lesson 2: Leadership and Interviewing (Part 1)
Lesson 3: Interviewing (Part 2) and Impromptu Speaking
Lesson 4: Persuasive Speeches and Arguments
Lesson 5: Media Messages and War of the Worlds
Lesson 6: Informative Speeches
Lesson 7: Special Occasion Speeches
Lesson 8: Dramatic Performances (Note: You will need to attend a play to complete the assignment for lesson 8.)
Lesson 9: Final Project: Demonstration Speech
 (Links to an external site.)

[bookmark: _mr6j8nagz9d7]How to Complete the Lessons
For each lesson:
1. Read the lesson’s objectives. They tell you what you’ll learn in the lesson.
2. Read the lesson overview, which gives you a brief look at the lesson’s topics.
3. Do the reading assignment in the textbook. You’re responsible for the material in the assigned textbook pages.
4. Take “Checkpoint Quiz,” a short, ungraded self-test that will allow you to see how much you understood.
5. Complete all of the assignments listed under “Assignment Instructions.” There are two types of assignments: written work and speeches. The written portion of the assignment usually consists of a set of study questions over the textbook reading. In addition, you may be asked to analyze speeches that you’ll view and listen to online. Put the answers to your written work in a Word document. The speech portion of the assignment asks you to create one or two speeches and record them on video. You may be asked to submit notes with some speech assignments. If so, put your notes in the Word document with the rest of your written work. See Video Submission Instructions for more information.
Important: Carefully read and follow all instructions for completing and submitting assignments. Remember, you will need to upload the videos and attach the Word document to complete the assignment.
[bookmark: _qibzsi441bva]Video Submission Instructions
[bookmark: _e7lnnlku2in5]What Video Recording Device Should You Use?
These days, many devices can make video recordings. To make the video recordings of your speech assignments, you may be able to use a phone, Webcam, digital camera, digital camcorder, or other device that can record video. There are new video cameras (and other devices that can record video) on the market every month, so we really can’t recommend one. If you need to buy a device, do an Internet search for “inexpensive video cameras.” Be sure to look at reviews before investing in any particular piece of equipment.
The device you use must be able to:
· create a video recording of sufficient quality. The instructor must be able to easily and clearly see and hear your speech. If in doubt, send a short test video to your instructor.
· create a video recording of sufficient length. Most assignments require a speech of only 1–2 minutes. Other speeches, however, will need to be from 3–7 minutes long.
· save the video as a digital file. Video cameras that use film or tape will not work, unless you have the means to digitize what is on the tape.
[bookmark: _al2cf9k2ohgd]How Do You Record and Submit Videos?
1. Following the instructions that came with the device you are using,
1. shoot the video.
2. transfer the video file to your computer.
3. save your video and, if necessary, prepare it for uploading. For more details about uploading videos and making your file sizes smaller, read Preparing Video Files for Upload.
2. In Canvas, go to Assignments and find the assignment for which you are submitting the video. Click the name of the assignment to open it.
3. Click "Submit Assignment" at the top right of the assignment page. In the “File Upload” area, click "Browse" to find your video file. Select the file and click "Open". Now click on "Add Another File" to repeat the process for any additional videos and for your Word document for the written part of the assignment. Finally, click “Submit Assignment”. Note: If it is taking a very long time to upload your video, you may need to adjust the settings on your video recording device and/or convert the video file. For help, read Preparing Video Files for Upload.
[bookmark: _22x8tb3w2jwp]Video Recording Dos and Don’ts
· Set the camera so you are the focus! Allow a head-to-toe shot so that your instructor may view your body movements.
· Use index cards for your notes. Too many papers flapping around are very distracting for your audience, and the speaker tends to get “lost” in them.
· Eliminate distractions (phones ringing, televisions in the background, noisy pets, etc.) that will interfere with the sound quality.
· Avoid extended close-ups that prevent the instructor from seeing the speaker’s face and body movements.
· To be heard on the video, you will probably need to speak more loudly and clearly than you usually do.
· Use proper lighting. Make sure that there are no dark shadows over your face or body. Indirect light, bounced off the ceiling or a light-colored wall, is best.
· If possible, use a tripod or place your camera on a steady surface to keep it from moving.
· You are responsible for the quality of the video! If the sound and/or picture quality is so poor that the speech cannot be evaluated, the assignment will not be accepted.
[bookmark: _4pt2nqedxrhv]Grading
Instructor, please inform students of your grading policy here

