[bookmark: _wtge5jx0onhb]Lesson 8 
[bookmark: _od37v83i1z1y]Getting Started
[bookmark: _i2y0ymiyqqcq]Objectives
When you have successfully completed this lesson, you will be able to
· write a play review.
· deliver a monologue.
· present a poem.
[bookmark: _q6pemn4pwyl8]Overview
In this lesson, you will deliver a monologue, present a poem, and write a play review. A monologue is a speech or poem performed by a single person. The person may be speaking his or her thoughts aloud or directly addressing an audience. If the person is speaking to himself or herself, it’s called a soliloquy. William Shakespeare’s plays are full of soliloquies, the most famous probably being the “To be or not to be…” soliloquy from Hamlet. Take a look at the following videos, which show two different monologues being performed. The first is from Hamlet, and the second is from Night Luster by Laura Harrington.
[bookmark: _6haolbwklg15]Reading Assignment
How to Read a Poem Out Loud (Links to an external site.)
: Read these tips for how to read a poem out loud, provided by former U.S. Poet Laureate Billy Collins.
How to Perform a Monologue (Links to an external site.)
: Read these tips for how to perform a monologue.
[bookmark: _hxbo8zsir9sf]Checkpoint Quiz
 
 Problem #1:
When reading a poem out loud, you should read as quickly as possible.
 False. You should read slowly, at a relaxed pace, to help listeners understand the poem and because every word in a poem is important (“How to Read a Poem Out Loud”).
 
 Problem #2:
When reading a poem out loud, you should pause at the end of each line.
 False. You should only pause where there is punctuation; pausing at the end of each line will create a choppy effect (“How to Read a Poem Out Loud”).
 
 Problem #3:
When reading a poem out loud, you should read in a relaxed, natural way.
  True (“How to Read a Poem Out Loud”).
 
 Problem #4:
You should use a dictionary to look up unfamiliar words in a poem or monologue.
  True (“How to Read a Poem Out Loud” and “How to Perform a Monologue”).
 
 Problem #5:
A monologue is a speech or poem performed by a single person.
  True (lesson overview).
 
 Problem #6:
If a person is speaking to himself or herself on stage, it’s called a soliloquy.
  True (lesson overview).
 
 Problem #7:
When performing a monologue, you should copy the performance of a famous actor.
  False. You should create your own character, using your own voice and style (“How to Perform a Monologue”).
[bookmark: _zaxt04ezavis]Play Review
Note: There are three required assignments for this lesson: one written assignment and two video assignments. Please follow the instructions to complete the assignments. When you have completed all of the assignments, submit them by following the instructions at the Assignment link on the syllabus.
[bookmark: _czodb46c47cm]Play Review
Directions: For this assignment you will need to attend a live stage play or musical. A play review is an evaluation of a performance of a play. Your review should contain five paragraphs. The requirements for each paragraph are listed below. Submit your play review in a Word document. (Up to 5 possible points for each paragraph, 25 points total)
[bookmark: _89t5ediich4v]Paragraph 1: The Basics (The Five W’s)
In the first paragraph, provide the following information:
· Who? (List the playwright, director, and actors.)
· What? (Give the title of the play.)
· Where? (Name the school or theater.)
· When? (Give the date you saw the performance.)
· Why? (In a few sentences, describe the basic theme of the play.)
[bookmark: _fcmpcflzgunh]Paragraph 2: The Plot
Briefly summarize the plot of the play.
· How well did the story work?
· Was it interesting or entertaining?
· Did you like the script?
· What was the major conflict, dramatic question, or unifying theme?
· Explain the dominant tone of the play: serious, comic, or ironic.
[bookmark: _hk65e9ggq3wr]Paragraph 3: The Acting
React to the performers playing the characters in the play. Be sure to use their real names and their characters’ names.
· Were the actors believable?
· How was their volume and articulation?
· Did their gestures and body movement convey and stay true to the character?
[bookmark: _idhirtah131o]Paragraph 4: The Design
· Sets: Did the stage sets establish the correct mood and time period for the play?
· Costumes and Makeup:
· Were they true to the period of the show and to the characters?
· Were any special costumes required (e.g., historical, fantasy, etc.)? If so how well were they handled?
· Was any special makeup needed? If so, how well was it handled?
· Overall, how did the costumes and makeup contribute (or fail to contribute) to the total production?
· Lighting and Sound:
· Did the lighting convey the proper mood, emphasis, and brightness?
· How did the sound effects and music contribute to the show’s mood?
· If it was a musical, how was the orchestra?
· Were there any special lighting or sound needs? If so, how well were these executed?
· Overall, how did the lighting and sound contribute (or fail to contribute) to the production concept and the total production?
[bookmark: _hj6v2we72nt9]Paragraph 5: The Reaction
· What was the play’s effect on the audience?
· Was the audience attentive? Interested? Bored?
· What was your opinion of the play as a whole?
· What was your overall impression of the performance?
· What was your overall impression of the experience?
(Adapted from the Mission Viejo High School Drama Department.)
[bookmark: _4eezzmo19ajq]Monologue
Directions: Choose a one-minute monologue to present. Make sure the monologue is appropriate for an audience of high school students. Contact your instructor if you have any questions about choosing an appropriate monologue. Grading will focus on the following areas: voice, facial expressions, character creation, and memorization. Submit your monologue on video. Follow the video submission instructions in the course introduction.
[bookmark: _uwjfexs65cvj]Grading Criteria (30 points total)
Each of the following is worth up to 5 points:
· Uses facial expressions to create character
· Creates a suitable character
· Selection is “memorized”
· Exhibits self-confidence
· Uses appropriate rate, volume, and pitch
· Uses appropriate eye contact


