[bookmark: _idawn9bzaouo]Midterm Exam Tips
You are now halfway through the course and ready to apply to take the midterm exam.
Read the information about taking exams in the student handbook as well as the information and instructions in this exam tips lesson before applying to take the exam. When you are ready to apply, click on the exam application link on the syllabus to fill out and submit your exam application.
[bookmark: _2ck5d2ck7uwk]Exam Format
The exam is worth 100 points. It contains five short essay questions, similar to those you have answered in your assignments. Each question is worth 20 points. You will have 2 hours to complete the exam. You will not be permitted to use your books, study notes, or any other supplemental materials when taking the exam.
[bookmark: _8jpnrnsm4s5c]How to Prepare
Review the material in the course introduction, the discussions in lessons 1 through 4, your assignments, and your instructor’s comments on them. Be sure you know and can discuss the following:
· the elements of fiction—plot, characterization, tone, setting, style, and theme—and how they apply to the mystery
· Van Dine’s rules for good mystery fiction
· the brief history of mystery fiction
· the six Ws and H
· the elements of detective fiction
· the differences between the suspense story and detective fiction
· the role of the detective and the sidekick
A good way to study: First, write down the important points under each of the above items—that is, on paper or on flash cards, list the six elements of fiction, Van Dine’s ten rules, the six Ws and H, etc. Then, go through each story you’ve read and see if you can fill in an example for each point on your list or on your flash cards. (You already have a list of the Ws and H for The A.B.C. Murders in your written assignment for lesson 3.) I will ask you to discuss some of these items and give examples on the exam.
Note: The average of your midterm exam grade and final project grade must be a D– (60%) or better for you to pass the course. Even if your assignment grades are excellent, you will not pass the course unless you fulfill this requirement.
Do your best!

