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[bookmark: _jgosm7s1vqop]Objectives
When you have successfully completed this lesson, you will be able to
· compare the detectives in Death at Bishop’s Keep to the characteristics of the typical detective,
· compare and contrast the methods of two detectives working on the same cases,
· compare the Victorian era to other time periods,
· discuss the differences between the social classes in Victorian England,
· research one of the special groups or items discussed in the novel,
· use your creative talents to write a ballad or display some visual aspect of the Victorian era as presented in this novel.
[bookmark: _upu29heq4akw]Reading Assignment
· Death at Bishop’s Keep by Robin Paige
[bookmark: _4bbo5y4w1cmt]Overview
The author of Death at Bishop’s Keep is Robin Paige, or should I say “are” because Robin Paige is a pseudonym for the wife-husband writing team of Susan Wittig Albert and Bill Albert, a couple who met through a dating service. Susan has taught at the University of Texas where she became a vice-president. Bill has been a technical writer. Together they have co-authored about 90 books, approximately 60 of which were young adult novels, including books written for the Nancy Drew and Hardy Boys mystery series. Susan Wittig Albert has also written a series of mysteries with the lead character China Bayles, the owner of an herb shop. Currently she is writing a new series of mysteries centered around Beatrix Potter, author and illustrator of the Tale of Peter Rabbit and other children’s stories. To learn more about their books, visit the official website of the Alberts.
 (Links to an external site.)
Death at Bishop’s Keep introduces us to the historical mystery. This type of mystery takes us to a specific period in history and allows us to learn about that time while attempting to solve a mystery. Death at Bishop’s Keep is the first in a series of mysteries set in England during the Victorian era. This historical period is defined by Queen Victoria’s sixty-three-year reign (1837–1901). It was also the period of the infamous killer Jack the Ripper, who appears in one of the later mysteries in this series. Historical mysteries often incorporate real people into the fictional world of the story.
The Victorian period was a time of expansion of scientific knowledge and the time of many of the great archeological finds, especially in Egypt. During this period people were especially interested in seeking spiritual knowledge, often through occult seances and secret societies. In fact, Sir Arthur Conan Doyle, creator of Sherlock Holmes, was known for attending seances. It is also the time when the rich had many servants taking care of them, their families, their houses, their grounds. Wealthy families lived on the ground floor and upper levels of their houses, the “upstairs,” while the servants lived in the rooms below the ground level or in the basement, that is, “downstairs” or “below the stairs.” Not only did the servants live “below the stairs,” but they lived a quite different life than their masters and mistresses.
Through Death at Bishop’s Keep, Robin Paige opens a window onto the world of Victorian England by blending archeology, Egyptian mythology, the occult, and secret societies with the goings on of the “upstairs” people and the “downstairs” people. As we learn about the Victorian period, we are treated to not one but three murder mysteries, plus many other mysterious happenings.
To solve the murder mysteries we have both a heroine and a hero. Our heroine, Kate Aldridge, is a young American writer who is invited to live with her aunt in England, for whom she will perform secretarial work. Kate meets our hero, Sir Charles Sheridan, a younger member of the British “upper crust,” who is interested in the new “forensic science,” a scientific method of gathering and examining evidence, first recorded in China in 1248, but not used in Great Britain until the late 1800s. When Kate and Sir Charles meet, the first murder has just been discovered. From here on it is a race to see who will solve the murder first—Kate or Sir Charles. But why would Kate want to be involved in such events?

