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[bookmark: _b72gcoxvs9yo]Objectives
When you have successfully completed this lesson, you will be able to
· compare and contrast this domestic mystery to a conventional mystery,
· compare this detective to the characteristics of the typical detective and to the other detectives you’ve met in the course,
· discuss what you’ve learned about the cultures of Botswana from this novel,
· pictorially represent some aspect of this novel or write a mystery to add to this novel.
[bookmark: _nldqntnms0t]Reading Assignment
The No.1 Ladies’ Detective Agency by Alexander McCall Smith
[bookmark: _x3us5eocxlm4]Overview
Mystery novels are not bound by time or place. We’ve been to Victorian England and to modern-day New Mexico. Now we’re traveling back across the ocean, only this time to the late 1990s in Botswana, a country in southern Africa.
Alexander McCall Smith, the author of The No. 1 Ladies’ Detective Agency, was born in Zimbabwe and went to school near the border of Botswana. Although he studied law in Scotland, he returned to southern Africa, to Botswana in particular, to set up a new law school at the University of Botswana. Although he eventually settled in Scotland, outside of Edinburgh, he loves southern Africa and its people.
Smith, a law professor who specializes in Medical Law at the University of Edinburgh, is vice-chairman of the Human Genetics Commission of the United Kingdom (England and its associated countries). He is also the chairman of the British Medical Journal Ethics Committee and a member of the Bioethics Commission of UNESCO. In between all these activities, Smith has authored over forty books, including Forensic Aspect of Sleep and Criminal Law in Botswana, and children’s books such as The Perfect Hamburger. If all of this wasn’t enough, he is also a bassoonist in The Really Terrible Orchestra, one of Scotland’s best-known amateur orchestras.
To learn more about Smith and his No. 1 Detective Agency books, you might want to visit Random House's official Alexander McCall Smith site
 (Links to an external site.)
. You may find other Web sites by typing the author’s name into a search engine.
In Mma Ramotswe, Smith has created a delightful character. (Mma is a title of respect.) After reading Smith’s No. 1 Detective Agency series, I wanted to travel to Botswana, find the No. 1 Detective Agency, and sit and talk with Mma Romotswe over a cup of bush tea. I think it would be very relaxing. Mma Ramotswe is an intelligent and warm individual who is able to see into both the human mind and heart. She has a deep love for people and a keen desire to help people. She says, “They are my people, my brothers and sisters. It is my duty to help them solve the mysteries of their lives. That is what I am called to do” (Smith 4).
And it is “the mysteries of their lives” that she solves, not big sensational murders, but the small mysteries of life that we or our friends experience. For example, is the man claiming to be a woman’s father really her father? Does a young woman have a boyfriend? Why does a doctor’s ability seem to come and go? Has a young boy become a victim of witch doctors who use human bones for medicine?
The mysteries affecting these ordinary people are set against the background of the Kalahari Desert, a mostly hot, dry place where “hustle and bustle” is impossible due to the climate. As readers, we find ourselves caught up in this quieter, gentler place. Get something cool to drink, grab something to fan yourself with, and settle back to take a journey into “the heart of Africa.”

