[bookmark: _1lelrzcescoo]Assignment Instructions
After reading the four mysteries, put your answers to the following questions in a Word document and submit your document for grading. Please keep in mind what I expect from your writing; you may want to review the course introduction.
In answering the questions, be sure to give the story's title and the author's full name. Put short story titles in quotation marks. If you use the author's name, remember the correct style is to use his or her full name the first time you mention it and then the last name only.
1. Name the mystery of each story and discuss how the author keeps us guessing. Refer to the elements of fiction in "Before You Begin." Try to find examples of foreshadowing and other story elements that help to create suspense.
2. Discuss the similarities in the characterization of Professor Van Dusen, "The Thinking Machine," and Ellery Queen, the detective. Make a list of comparisons. Which of their characteristics help them solve the mysteries? Give examples from the stories.
3. Using James Thurber's "The Catbird Seat" and Stephen King's "Quitters, Inc." discuss the following:
a. Setting: Describe the settings of the two stories and discuss major similarities and differences; then, explain how the setting is or isn't important to the story.
b. Theme: What is the theme of each story? If the story has a moral (a lesson for us to learn), what is it?
c. Tone: How is the tone developed through the setting and style (word choices that create interest and build tension). Be sure to give specific examples of the settings, words, phrases, or paragraphs by quoting and giving the page number in parentheses.
4. Write a letter to a friend recommending one of the four stories as a great story to read. After your greeting, start your recommendation immediately. Don't forget to name the story and the author and discuss why your friend would enjoy it.
5. What do you think makes a good mystery? Create a list of your own "rules" for a good mystery. Are these stories "good" mysteries, even though they don't follow Van Dine's rules? Explain your answer.
6. Create a crossword puzzle using all four stories for clues and answers. Use four words and clues from each story as the required number of puzzle words. You may use more, however, if you choose. Send the puzzle and the answer.
Provide your response to this assignment as a Word document titled “[Assignmentname]_FirstnameLastname”. Follow these instructions to submit your assignment to Google Classroom.


