[bookmark: _9o8p22c64zl0]Assignment Instructions
After reading the novel, answer the following questions in a Word document and submit your document for grading. Please keep in mind what I expect from your writing; you may want to review the course introduction.

In answering the questions, be sure to give the novel's title (underlined or italicized) and the author's full name. Remember, use the author's full name the first time you mention it and then the last name only.
1. a.   Create a characterization chart like the one below and fill it in.
 
	Name of
Character
	Physical
Qualities/Personality
Traits
	How Is This Character
Related to the Others?
	How Is This Character
Related to the Mystery?

	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	 
	 



b.   Identify the main plot of the story and any subplots.
c.   Describe the setting.
d.   List theme or themes of the novel.

2. Discuss Van Dine's rule about not having two detectives. Based on your experience of this novel, do you think this rule should be dropped? Explain why or why not.

3. Each chapter begins with a quotation. Select your three favorite quotes and explain how each was suited to the chapter which it introduced.

4. Discuss Kate as an American and a feminist for her time.

5. From reading this mystery, describe the differences between the "upstairs" from the "below the stairs"—both the people and the places.

6. Choose one of the following topics. Research your topic and write a brief essay. Your essay should be at least one page in length, double-spaced. Be sure to cite your sources.

a.   penny dreadfuls
b.   one of the early cars made in England
c.   Scotland Yard
d.   Victorian clothing—men or women's
e.   Spiritualism
f.   Rosicrucianism
g.   Theosophy
h.   Free Masons
i.   Kabbalism
j.   forensic photography and fingerprinting

7. Write a poem or song about one or more of the following pairs.

a.   Sabrina Ardleigh and Bernice Ardleigh
b.   Kate and Charles
c.   Amelia and Mudd

8. Van Dine also has a rule about romance interfering with detection. Explain how Kate and Charles's "romance" does or does not detract from solving the murder mystery.
 
Provide your response to this assignment as a Word document titled “[Assignmentname]_FirstnameLastname”. Follow these instructions to submit your assignment to Google Classroom.


