[bookmark: _w3wpcbwsbtbn]Assignment Instructions
After reading the novel, answer the following questions in a Word document and submit your document for grading. Please keep in mind what I expect from your writing; you may want to review the course introduction.

In answering the questions, be sure to give the novel's title (underlined or italicized) and the author's full name. Remember, use the author's full name the first time you mention it and then the last name only.

1.     a. Create a characterization chart like the one below and fill it in.
 
	Name of
Character
	Physical
Qualities/Personality
Traits
	How Is This Character
Related to the Others?
	How Is This Character
Related to the Mystery?

	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	 
	 



        b. Identify the main plot of the story and any subplots.
        c. Describe the setting.
        d. List theme or themes of the novel.

2. List the features of a conventional mystery. What are the defining features of this mystery novel? How does it differ from what we usually think of as a mystery story? In answering this question, briefly describe the mysteries Mma Ramotswe solves and how she solves each mystery.

3. Using quotes from the book to back up your statements, discuss Mma Ramotswe's attitude toward the men and toward the women in this book.

4. This book, written by a white man about the black people of Botswana, presents a critique of whites and blacks and their cultures. Using quotes from the book to back up your statements, discuss Mma Ramotswe's critique of these two peoples and their cultures.

5. Were you surprised to learn about Mma Ramotswe's marriage? Discuss what her marriage was like, how it changed her, and how the outcome of Mr. J. L. B. Matekoni's courtship fits with Mma Ramotswe's personality and desires.

6. Complete one of the following creative activities:

   a. Create a pictorial representation of one or more of the following: the cases, the landscape, Mma Ramotswe's domestic scene, Mr. J. L. B. Matekoni's house or his business. 

OR

    b. Write an additional "mystery" that could be added to this book. Write the "mystery" and also tell where you would place it in the book.

7. It is interesting to note that a man is writing a "woman's mystery." Discuss how well he accomplished this. Try to answer the following questions: Is Mma Ramotswe believable as a woman? Has he captured the essence of a woman? Do you forget that a man has written the novel? Where, if at all, does he forget that he is writing the story/life of a woman? Use quotes and incidents from the story to back up your statements.
 
Provide your response to this assignment as a Word document titled “[Assignmentname]_FirstnameLastname”. Follow these instructions to submit your assignment to Google Classroom.


