[bookmark: _wgl9laah6xbc]Assignment Instructions
After reading the novel, answer the following questions in a Word document and submit your document for grading. Please keep in mind what I expect from your writing; you may want to review the course introduction.

In answering the questions, be sure to give the novel's title (underlined or italicized) and the author's full name. Remember, use the author's full name the first time you mention it and then the last name only.

1.     a. Create a characterization chart like the one below and fill it in.
 
	Name of
Character
	Physical
Qualities/Personality
Traits
	How Is This Character
Related to the Others?
	How Is This Character
Related to the Mystery?

	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	 
	 



        b. Identify the main plot of the story and any subplots.
        c. Describe the setting.
        d. List theme or themes of the novel.

2. List the features of a conventional mystery. What are the defining features of this mystery novel? How does it differ from what we usually think of as a mystery story? In answering this question, briefly describe the mysteries Mma Ramotswe solves and how she solves each mystery.

3. Using quotes from the book to back up your statements, discuss Mma Ramotswe's attitude toward the men and toward the women in this book.

4. This book, written by a white man about the black people of Botswana, presents a critique of whites and blacks and their cultures. Using quotes from the book to back up your statements, discuss Mma Ramotswe's critique of these two peoples and their cultures.

5. Were you surprised to learn about Mma Ramotswe's marriage? Discuss what her marriage was like, how it changed her, and how the outcome of Mr. J. L. B. Matekoni's courtship fits with Mma Ramotswe's personality and desires.

6. Complete one of the following creative activities:

   a. Create a pictorial representation of one or more of the following: the cases, the landscape, Mma Ramotswe's domestic scene, Mr. J. L. B. Matekoni's house or his business. 

OR

    b. Write an additional "mystery" that could be added to this book. Write the "mystery" and also tell where you would place it in the book.

7. It is interesting to note that a man is writing a "woman's mystery." Discuss how well he accomplished this. Try to answer the following questions: Is Mma Ramotswe believable as a woman? Has he captured the essence of a woman? Do you forget that a man has written the novel? Where, if at all, does he forget that he is writing the story/life of a woman? Use quotes and incidents from the story to back up your statements.
 
When you are ready to upload and submit your file(s), click "Submit Assignment" at the top right of the assignment page. In the “File Upload” area, click "Browse" to find your file. Select the file and click "Open." (If you are submitting multiple files, click on “Add Another File” and then repeat the previous process.) Finally, click “Submit Assignment.”
[bookmark: _qqnfhbf7h61b]Overview
In the future, what will mysteries be like? Jasper Fforde in The Eyre Affair gives us a glimpse of one way the genre might progress. Mystery and science fiction—an unlikely mix—or is it? Can you think of books, films, or TV shows that blend mystery and science fiction? What about The X-Files? That television series features two FBI detectives who use traditional methods of detection to investigate aliens and other paranormal happenings. Some of the cases involve the supernatural, so there’s also a bit of horror. Are there other genres that blend well with the mystery genre? We’ve already seen how a suspense novel like Rebecca contains some features of the romance genre. Death at Bishop’s Keep combines historical drama with the mystery. What about a Western mystery, set in the old West with a cowboy detective? Or how about a fantasy mystery—perhaps with a hobbit detective?! The possibilities are endless.
A mix of science fiction and mystery creates some interesting situations for the heroine of this novel. This mystery is challenging to us even though we live in the twenty-first century. Time and place are out of joint in The Eyre Affair. The author gives us an “alternative” version of history—a common technique in science fiction. The story’s setting is London in 1985, the not-so-distant past, but time travel is a part of everyday life. Literature of the past is so important that the heroine, Thursday Next, is a Special Operative in literary detection. A literary detective? What in the world?! Well, it’s a specialized field in the Special Operations Network—a network of people who handle cases that are too special to be handled by a regular police force. The literary detectives investigate cases dealing with literary works. What kind of literary cases? Thursday’s cases involve books being stolen from museums, people kidnapping characters out of books, and things like that. Oh, did I forget to tell you, people in this society can walk in and out of books, and characters from books can talk to “live” people. No wonder this society needs special detectives!
This book is also a challenge because it alludes to so many pieces of great literature from the past and historical events. As is the case with all allusions, the author assumes you and I know those works of literature or occasions in history. To help you make sense of the allusions, I’ve created a glossary. You’ll find it at the end of this lesson. Another thing you’ll notice about this book is that although Thursday Next sounds like she is from the “hard-boiled” detective genre of the 1930s, the story itself reads more like a “caper.” The story has the feeling of high jinks, and the characters are always on-the-run. In fact, this story reminds me somewhat of a Batman-type movie. There’s a cartoonish feel to the whole thing. Again, you might enjoy going to Fforde Grand Central
 (Links to an external site.)
, the official website for Thursday Next. Enjoy!
[bookmark: _vpzi2yordj8p]Glossary
· Crimea—a peninsula of southern Ukraine on the Black Sea; the site of the Crimean War from 1853–56.
· Henry Wadwsorth Longfellow—American poet of the 1800s.
· Martin Chuzzlewit—the main character in Charles Dickens’s The Life and Times of Martin Chuzzlewitt.
· Anne Hathaway—William Shakespeare’s wife .
· Jane Austen—an author of the 1800s who wrote Pride and Prejudice, Emma, and other novels.
· Jonathan Swift—English author of Gulliver’s Travels (1726) .
· Boswell—Scottish writer renowned as the biographer of Samuel Johnson, a British writer who wrote Dictionary of the English Language.
· Acheron Hades—the novel’s villain. His name is made up of two mythological references. In Greek mythology, Acheron is “the river of woe,” one of the five rivers of the underworld, and Hades is the name of the god of the underworld, who dispenses earthly riches. Hades is also the name of the netherworld kingdom.
· Pickwick—the name of another of Charles Dickens’ characters. Mr. Pickwick, in The Pickwick Papers, is a businessman and amateur scientist.
· Dodo bird—a large, clumsy, flightless bird, extinct since the seventeenth century.
· Tamworth—a breed of pig developed in England
· Styx—the river in Hades across which the souls of the dead are ferried
· Jane Eyre—the title and main character of a novel by Charlotte Brontë. While a companion and tutor to Mr. Rochester’s daughter, Jane Eyre falls in love with Mr. Rochester, and he falls in love with her. On their wedding day, it is revealed that Rochester is already married to a woman named Bertha Mason, who is violently insane. Bertha lives locked in the attic of Rochester’s mansion and is looked after by a servant. When it’s revealed that Rochester already has a wife, Jane flees and goes to live with her cousins and becomes a schoolteacher. She almost marries another man, but before she says “yes” to his proposal, she begins to hear Rochester calling to her “telepathically” from miles away. She realizes something is wrong and returns to Rochester’s estate, Thornfield Hall, to find that Bertha Mason has caused a fire that has destroyed most of the house. Rochester is blind and disfigured, but she still loves him and he still loves her. The two end up marrying and Rochester partially recovers his sight.
· William Shakespeare—English playwright who is credited with writing Hamlet, Richard III, The Taming of the Shrew and many other plays. Some people have suggested that Shakespeare didn’t really write the plays credited to him and that some other author(s) wrote the plays.
· Sir Francis Bacon—a philosopher who proposed a theory that became known as the “inductive method.” Some people claim that Bacon really wrote the plays credited to William Shakespeare.
· Goliath—Biblical reference; the giant who David, the future king of Israel, slew with a slingshot.
· “Charge of the Light Brigade”—a poem by Alfred Lord Tennyson.
· Battle of Waterloo—Napoleon’s final defeat.
· Ghengis Khan—medieval ruler of a Mongol tribe. He conquered much of Asia. According to Western tradition, he was quite ruthless.
· Good Queen Bess—Queen Elizabeth I of England.
· Jack Spratt—nursery rhyme character who could “eat no fat” while his wife could “eat no lean.”
· Milton—English poet known for the poem Paradise Lost (1667).
· Cheshire Cat—a character from Lewis Carroll’s story Alice in Wonderland. He is a cat who can become invisible, except for his smile.

