
[bookmark: _s3dnqlbot0nj]Lesson 1 : Getting Started
[bookmark: _6qvxdpyng0m7]Objectives
Upon successful completion of this lesson, you will be able to
· identify French-speaking countries around the world;
· recite the alphabet;
· list common French names; and
· discuss cultural information about L’Île-de-France.
[bookmark: _wwpr0zsajvpu]Reading Assignment
In Bien dit!
· Pages xvi–3

[bookmark: _lwr01ev0i0nc]Lesson 1 : Lesson Introduction
This first lesson will be shorter than the others. It will provide you with a fun introduction to French and will help you build the necessary background skills for completing the rest of the course. To begin your journey through the French world, read the letter from Madame Steinhart on pages xvi and xvii in your textbook. This letter will explain why it is important to study French.
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[bookmark: _njfqmg4b7yvp]Lesson 1 : Le monde francophone
Answer the following questions for yourself before continuing:
· What comes to mind when you think of French-speaking countries of the world?
· Do you know any countries besides France where French is spoken? If so, what are they?
· Can you think of any U.S. cities with French names? If so, name them.
· Can you guess how many countries around the world speak French?
Now, look at the map on textbook pages xviii and xix. The countries in yellow are those where French is spoken. Notice that French is spoken on five continents! The only other language to boast that honor is English. Various ethnic groups such as Africans, Indo-Europeans, and Muslims are represented in these areas.
Larger maps of these countries are on pages R2–R5 in the back of your textbook. These maps provide a more detailed view of the French-speaking countries—use them to answer the following questions:
· How do you think French came to be spoken in all of these diverse areas?
· Did you know that French is spoken in North America? Which countries and states?
· Did you know that New Orleans, Louisiana, was named in honor of Philippe II, duke of the French city Orléans? Can you find Orléans on the map on page R2 near the end of your textbook?
· In which European countries besides France is French spoken?

[bookmark: _wit6hfyxtq0b]Lesson 1 : Quelques prénoms Français

Have you heard the name Céline before? Probably, because there is a famous Canadian singer named Céline Dion. Have you heard the name Adrien? Do you think it is a boy’s or a girl’s name? What about the name Océane? Is Océane an English name? Of course not! It is a very French name. On page xxi in your textbook, you will find some popular names for boys and girls in French-speaking countries. Are any of these names similar to your own? For example, Nicolas looks like an English name.

[bookmark: _f4dpz7n0cts9]Lesson 1 : Instructions and Suggestions pour apprendre le Français

In your textbook, some of the directions for activities will be written in French. Read page xxii in your textbook to learn some common directions in French.
Read page xxiii in your textbook for some tips on learning French.

[bookmark: _cyghc2x5vrmk]Lesson 1 : L’Île-de-France


[image: ]
The Eiffel Tower in Paris, France
Let’s learn about L’Île-de-France. Read Géoculture: L’Île-de-France beginning just before page 1 in your textbook and continuing through page 3. Become familiar with this cultural information because it will be included on your midterm exam.
To hear key names and terms pronounced out loud, visit pages 1-3 in the online version of the textbook, and click the words in blue and red.
Using the map on page 1, note the three major rivers that go through the Île-de-France: the Seine, the Marne, and the Oise. La Seine flows through the heart of Paris. The southern half of the city lies to the left of the river when facing downstream and is called la rive gauche (Left Bank). The area to the right is called la rive droite (Right Bank). At the center of Paris are two islands, L’Île de la Cité and L’Île St-Louis. Paris itself is only about 105 square kilometers (41 square miles) in size. In comparison, New York City is approximately 321 square miles in size.
The city of Paris developed from L’Île de la Cité, originally a tiny fishing village prone to flooding. In 52 BC the island fell under Roman control. The Romans called the city Lutecia, meaning “marshy place.” Their settlement flourished and eventually spread into the outlying areas.
Did you know:
· The total elevation of the Eiffel Tower is 1,056 feet, including the base and television antenna on top. To reach the third level, one must climb 1,710 steps or take the elevator.
· Tourists can visit les égouts! The sewer system was part of the modernization that transformed Paris during the mid-nineteenth century. Other improvements included bridges, boulevards, and parks, such as le bois de Boulogne.
· The original name of L’Île-de-France was Pays de France. The meaning of the word pays evolved to mean “nation,” so the name was changed around 1387. L’Île-de-France can be viewed as an “island” formed by the Oise, Seine, Marne, and Ourcq rivers.


[bookmark: _y57kf6vurus3]Lesson 1 : Museums

L’Île-de-France is home to numerous museums, including le musée du Louvre, le musée Rodin, and le musée d’Orsay. Do you know any works of art housed in le musée du Louvre? One famous work of art, La Joconde (Mona Lisa), is housed here. Have you heard of the sculpture Le Penseur? It is the famous sculpture, The Thinker, by Rodin, and is located in le musée Rodin. If you are an art lover, you will want to check out all the museums in L’Île-de-France.
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The Mona Lisa by Leonardo da Vinci
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The Thinker by Auguste Rodin











[bookmark: _6tkikmq3pyhp]Lesson 1 : National Holiday
July 14th is the French national holiday. It commemorates the liberation of the Bastille prison, an event that sparked the French Revolution in 1789 and ultimately led to the end of the French monarchy. In Paris and all across France, the holiday is celebrated with fireworks, military parades, and other festivities. What holiday is celebrated in the United States that is similar to Bastille Day?
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The Storming of the Bastille by Jean-Pierre Houël (1735–1813)




[bookmark: _plzoqeaw5knd]Lesson 1 : Astérix
Le Parc Astérix is based on the comic book character Astérix le Gaulois created by Albert Uderzo and René Goscinny. The first issue of Les Aventures d’Astérix le Gaulois appeared in October 1959 in a weekly magazine. The comic was successful from the start, and the first issue sold 200,000 copies. The popularity of Astérix has spread throughout the world and his adventures have been published in 107 languages. Astérix and his friends provide a humorous look at the period around 50 BC when the Romans were expanding their empire and meeting fierce resistance from the native inhabitants.
[bookmark: _pcfggps6phkw]
[bookmark: _j9krefj7m07]Lesson 1 : Cheese
France produces hundreds of varieties of cheese that range from very mild cheeses to very strong ones. Some French cheeses have achieved appellation d’origine contrôlée (AOC) status, meaning that they originate from a specific region and have been made according to strict regulations. AOC status is reserved for cheeses produced by traditional methods. Brie de Meaux, the cheese of kings and the king of cheeses, is one AOC cheese made in L’Île-de-France. Other cheeses from the same region include Brie de Melun and Coulommiers. Have you noticed any French cheese in your grocery store? Next time you go to the grocery, look at the fancy cheeses (normally in a case near the deli); how many are French?
[bookmark: _xcyvmkfym68e]
[bookmark: _afvankj42x8x]Lesson 1 : Architecture
U.S. architect I. M. Pei, designer of the Louvre Pyramid, is renowned for his architectural creativity and use of space. In his 1983 acceptance speech for the Pritzker Architecture Prize, Pei said about his art, “I believe that architecture is pragmatic art. To become art it must be built on a foundation of necessity.” Have you ever been to the IU Art Museum on the Bloomington campus? It also was designed by Pei.

[bookmark: _59dpsbvalhed]Lesson 1 : World War 1
During World War I, German forces were close to overcoming French forces near the Marne River outside of Paris. French military authorities dispatched emergency troop reinforcements from Paris. On September 7, 1914, a fleet of Parisian taxicabs shuttled about 6,000 reserve infantry troops to the front. The plan worked, and Paris was saved.

[bookmark: _4gb4087i5fmw]Lesson 1 : Porcelain
For more than 250 years, collectors have prized Sèvres porcelain. In 1738 the factory began production in the château de Vincennes. In 1753 the factory was named the Manufacture royale de porcelaine. In 1756 King Louis XV took over the factory and moved it to Sèvres. The Manufacture de Sèvres still produces porcelain of the highest quality.
Information adapted from DeMado, Champeny, Ponterio, and Ponterio, Bien dit! teacher’s edition (Austin: Holt, Rinehart, and Winston, 2008), pages 1–3.

[bookmark: _gzuzcgfpb2fs]Lesson 1 : Additional Information
To learn more about the Île de France, click on the Photo Tour and Video buttons at the top of pages 1-3 of the online textbook.
To see how well you have learned this material, try the More Practice button and complete the activity that pops up. You can use the Check All button to check your answers.

[bookmark: _2hr64cgy40ka]Lesson 1 : Instructions
The links at left (Textbook and Web) list the activities you must submit to your instructor for grading. Submit your responses in a single Word document with the title "[your name] lesson 1.doc."
For clarity, number your answers to the textbook questions and add your responses to the Web activity in the same file.
When you are finished with all parts of the assignment, go to the Assignments page and submit your single Word file to the lesson 1 assignment.
 
[bookmark: _2w738ww88mu7]Lesson 1 : Textbook
Answer these questions in English about the material you read in the Géoculture section.
1. French is spoken on how many continents?
2. What is the city of New Orleans, Louisiana, named after?
3. What river runs through Paris?
4. What was the tallest monument in the world in 1889?
5. Where did Louis XIV relocate the royal court?
6. What is known as the “cradle of Paris”?
7. What is a popular place for cycling and rock climbing?
8. Name a feature for which the cathedral of Chartres is known.
9. What is the French Independence Day called?
10. What is Meaux’s specialty?
11. To what artistic movement does Monet belong?
12. Where is Disneyland Paris located?
13. What saved Paris during World War I?
14. Where is Napoléon Bonaparte buried?
15. Name three typical French desserts.
16. What did the Romans call Paris?
17. What is housed at Le Centre Pompidou?
18. Where are escargots from originally?
19. What type of porcelain is a collector’s item?
20. Who designed the pyramid at the Louvre?



[bookmark: _guoev74xyo73]Lesson 1 : Web
· Using the Web, research the French cheese brie. Where is brie made? What are the different varieties of brie? What is the process used in making it?
· Type your findings in English and turn them in as part of your assignment in the same Word file as your textbook answers.
Hyper-super! You have finished lesson 1 of this course. Check to make sure you have answered the 20 questions and completed the Web part for the assignment. Don’t hesitate to ask your instructor any questions you have about the material. You are ready to begin lesson 2!


[bookmark: _4a973netzw6k]Lesson 1 : L'alphabet
Look at l’alphabet on page xx in your textbook. Following each letter in bold red type, the pronunciation for each letter is given in parentheses.
To hear how these letters are pronounced, go to the corresponding page in the online textbook (link at left). Log in using your username and password. Then select "Go to the Online Textbook" and use the pull-down menus to go to Introduction > L’alphabet. Or if you prefer, you can select the "Book Pages" tab and enter page xx directly.
On the alphabet page, click each picture to hear the letter read out loud. You might want to listen several times and practice repeating the letters and words so that you pronounce them correctly.
· Which letters are pronounced the same as in English?
· Which letters are pronounced differently in English?
A good way to practice the alphabet is to spell your own name aloud. Go ahead, try to spell your name in French out loud.
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