
                        May 2013
           Volume 3, Issue 5

hosted by

Newsletter

Special Interest Articles

•	 Summer	Online	Training	
Courses

Individual Highlights

•	 Projeqt
•	 Gamestar	Mechanic
•	 Vialogues
•	 Popplet
•	 Comic	Master
•	 Inanimate	Alice
•	 Track	your	family’s	water	

usage
•	 Virtual	Lemonade
•	 Worldwide	Telescope
•	 Professional	Oportunities

PRISM Summer Online Training Courses
The	PRISM	team	will	be	offering	six	free,	online	training	courses	this	summer.	We	offer	
Professional	Growth	Plan	(PGP)	points	for	each	course.

Basic	Moodle	for	Teachers	(10	PGP	Points)	–	A	basic	introduction	to	Moodle	2.5.	You	
will	learn	how	to	build	a	classroom	course	and	populate	it	with	files,	assignments	and	
quizzes.	

Session	1:	June	04	–	July	02
Session	2:	July	09	–	August	06

Intermediate	Moodle	for	Teachers	(10	PGP	Points)	–	A	continuation	from	the	Basic	
Moodle	for	Teachers	course.	You	will	learn	how	to	use	some	of	the	more	advanced	
features	in	Moodle	2.5.	

Session	1:	June	06	–	July	04
Session	2:	July	11	–	August	08

Creating	Lesson	Plans	on	PRISM	(4	PGP	Points)	-	Learn	how	to	use	another	feature	of	
PRISM.	You	will	learn	how	to	make	digital	lesson	plans	that	can	be	embedded	into	a	
Moodle	course	making	it	easy	to	supplement	your	course	material	with	the	expanding	
resources	of	the	Internet.	

Session	1:	June	05	–	June	26
Session	2:	July	10	–	July	31	

Contact	us	you	have	any	questions	or	would	like	more	details	about	the	courses.	All	of	
the	courses	are	completed	online	at	your-own-pace.	

If	you	would	like	to	register	for	a	course,	
	 Visit	the	PRISM	website	(www.rose-prism.org)
	 Log	in,	and	click	the	‘Event	Registration’	link.	
	 Use	the	drop-down	menu	to	select	the	appropriate	course	and	click	the	
	 ‘Registration	Form’	button.	

You	will	see	a	complete	description	of	the	course	followed	by	an	online	registration	
form.	To	sign	up	for	the	event,	simply	enter	your	information	and	submit.	You	should	
receive	a	confirmation	email.		If	you	do	not	receive	a	confirmation	email,	please	con-
tact	us.	
	
If	you	know	someone	who	may	be	interested	in	the	courses,	feel	free	to	pass	this	
newsletter	along	to	them.

http://www.rose-prism.org/moodle/prism/nlink.php?ref=042013&pass=aHR0cDovL3d3dy5yb3NlLXByaXNtLm9yZy8=
http://www.rose-prism.org/moodle/prism/nlink.php?ref=042013&pass=aHR0cDovL3d3dy5yb3NlLWh1bG1hbi5lZHUv
mailto:smithrn%40rose-hulman.edu%3Bdavidso1%40rose-hulman.edu?subject=Questions%20about%20online%20courses
http://www.rose-prism.org/moodle/prism/nlink.php?ref=042013&pass=aHR0cDovL3d3dy5yb3NlLXByaXNtLm9yZy8=
mailto:smithrn%40rose-hulman.edu%3Bdavidso1%40rose-hulman.edu?subject=I%20need%20help%20signing%20up%20for%20an%20event.
mailto:smithrn%40rose-hulman.edu%3Bdavidso1%40rose-hulman.edu?subject=I%20need%20help%20signing%20up%20for%20an%20event.
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Projeqt

Gamestar Mechanic

Vialogues

With	Projeqt,	your	presentations	never	
remain	static.	Grab	your	old	dusty	presen-
tations,	or	create	one	from	scratch	with	
our	user-friendly	dashboard,	and	let	your	
stories	free.	By	pulling	live	tweets	or	blog	
feeds,	inserting	an	interactive	map,	add-
ing	audio	notes	or	simply	streaming	vid-
eos	that	you’ve	found	on	the	web	-	they	
can	all	live	in	real-time	and	be	shared	for	
everyone	to	see.	Let	your	presentations	
be	as	dynamic	as	you	are.	
	
Projeqt	is	device-agnostic	and	works	
on	any	modern-day	browser.	What	this	
means	is	that	you	can	start	viewing	your	
presentation	on	a	laptop	or	desktop,	take	

it	to	a	mobile	phone	and	finish	it	on	a	
tablet.
	
Have	a	few	presentations	that	could	use	a	
bit	of	life?	With	Projeqt	you	can	easily	up-
load	and	convert	a	PowerPoint,	PDF	docu-
ment	or	batch	upload	many	image	files	
at	once	to	create	a	Projeqt	in	minutes.	
Add	some	dynamic	slides	in	between	and	
you’re	good	to	go.	
	
What’s	the	point	of	making	a	slick	pre-
sentation	if	people	can’t	see	or	share	it?	
Projeqt	offers	two	convenient	sizes	to	
help	make	your	stories	portable.	

Gamestar	Mechanic	is	
a	game	and	community	
designed	to	teach	kids	the	
principles	of	game	design	
and	systems	thinking	in	a	
highly	engaging	environ-
ment.		
	
It	is	designed	for	7-	to	
14-year-olds	but	is	open	to	
everyone.	We’ve	included	
features	in	Gamestar	that	
make	it	useful	for	kids	
playing	the	game	on	their	
own	or	with	family	mem-

bers	at	home,	as	well	as	
in	moderated	and	educa-
tional	settings.	
	
Gamestar	Mechanic	in-
cludes	a	self-paced	learn-
ing	experience	that	uses	
game-based	“Quests”	to	
help	youth	learn	how	to	
design	games	while	they	
build	critical	21st	century	
skills.	Each	Quest	contains	
missions	that	challenge	
you	to	play,	modify	and	
design	games	to	help	you	

level	up	from	player	to	
designer.	As	you	complete	
these	missions,	you	earn	
items	that	you	can	use	to	
make	your	own	games.

Registering	an	account	
at	Gamestar	Mechanic	is	
free	and	includes	access	
to	your	first	game	design	
Quest,	the	ability	to	make	
and	publish	your	own	
games,	and	access	to	the	
Gamestar	Mechanic	com-
munity.

Vialogues	(which	derives	from	“video	dialogues”)	is	an	award-winning	discussion	
platform	that	proves	videos	are	both	powerful	teaching	resources	and	the	ultimate	
conversation	starters.	Vialogues	provides	a	space	for	users	to	hold	meaningful	and	
dynamic	time-stamped	discussions	about	videos.
	
To	get	started,	upload	a	video,	grab	one	from	YouTube,	or	choose	one	from	the	grow-
ing	collection	on	our	site.	Once	you’ve	created	a	vialogue,	you	can	encourage	thought-
ful	conversations	by	posing	questions,	adding	polls,	and	replying	to	comments.	You	
can	even	embed	a	vialogue	into	your	website,	LMS,	or	blog!	Concerned	about	privacy	
issues?	No	need	to	be!	You	can	make	your	vialogues	public	or	private.		We	encourage	
you	to	jump	into	and	create	as	many	video	conversations	as	you	can	handle	and	also	
to	leave	us	your	feedback.	Vialogues	is	as	much	yours	as	it	is	ours	and	we	want	to	hear	
from	you.

http://www.projeqt.com

http://gamestarmechanic.com

https://vialogues.com

http://www.rose-prism.org/moodle/prism/nlink.php?ref=042013&pass=aHR0cDovL3d3dy5wcm9qZXF0LmNvbS8=
http://www.rose-prism.org/moodle/prism/nlink.php?ref=042013&pass=aHR0cDovL2dhbWVzdGFybWVjaGFuaWMuY29tLw==
http://www.rose-prism.org/moodle/prism/nlink.php?ref=042013&pass=aHR0cHM6Ly92aWFsb2d1ZXMuY29tLw==
http://www.rose-prism.org/moodle/prism/nlink.php?ref=042013&pass=aHR0cDovL3d3dy5wcm9qZXF0LmNvbS8=
http://www.rose-prism.org/moodle/prism/nlink.php?ref=042013&pass=aHR0cDovL2dhbWVzdGFybWVjaGFuaWMuY29tLw==
http://www.rose-prism.org/moodle/prism/nlink.php?ref=042013&pass=aHR0cHM6Ly92aWFsb2d1ZXMuY29tLw==
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Popplet

Comic Master

Inanimate Alice

Popplet	delivers	an	interactive	way	to	
create	concept	maps,	mind	maps,	and	
options	to	brainstorm	or	storyboard	right	
along	with	peers.	The	“popplets”	can	be	
constructed,	moved,	color	coded,	typed	
in,	drawn	in,	and	have	images	or	videos	
inserted.	Popplet	is	a	nice	addition	to	the	
teacher	toolbox	that	can	meet	a	variety	
of	needs,	including	concept	mapping,	col-
laboration,	and	even	presenting	content.		
	
TIP:	Have	students	make	a	genre	pre-
sentation	by	taking	a	series	of	books	and	
working	collaboratively	to	make	various	
connections	to	booktrailers,	images,	and	
more.	
	

Lanni	Luce	West	shares	her	English	lesson	
plans	in	which	students	used	Popplet	to	
document	their	understanding	of	story	
characters	and	used	adjectives	to	de-
scribe	the	characters	they	were	getting	to	
know	in	the	book.

“Needless	to	say,	the	students	had	a	
blast!	They	quickly	learned	how	to	manip-
ulate	the	popples,	change	color,	add	text,	
draw,	and	arrange	their	thinking	in	an	
orderly	fashion.	All	the	while,	they	were	
learning	and	being	asked	to	do	some	
deeper	learning.	They	didn’t	complain	
once.	In	fact,	a	number	of	students	com-
mented	how	much	fun	they	were	having.“

Comicmaster	is	a	free,	
easy	to	use	tool	for	creat-
ing	short	graphic	novels.		
	
While	the	backgrounds	
and	characters	are	some-
what	limited,	it’s	possible	
to	make	and	print	comics	
at	this	site	without	creat-
ing	an	account.	The	site	
also	has	an	educational	
resources	page	with	lesson	

plans	and	ideas	for	using	
comics	in	the	classroom.	
Tip:	Have	students	create	
or	write	graphic	novels	to	
share	amongst	their	peers	
in	the	library.		
	
Comic	Master	uses	an	in-
teractive	Web	2.0	tool	that	
allows	students	to	easily	
create	their	own	comic	
books/graphic	novels.				

Comic	Master	does	make	
you	sign	up	to	save	a	
comic,	however,	students	
do	not	have	to	activate	
their	account	so	they	will	
not	have	to	check	their	
email	at	school.		The	tool	
is	offered	by	the	Reading	
for	Life	Organization

Created	as	a	reading-from-the-screen	experience	for	the	digital	generation,	Inanimate	
Alice	stands	alongside	the	best	novels	for	pre-teen	and	emerging	teen	readers.		It	re-
quires	the	reader	to	drive	the	action	forward	at	their	own	pace	and	encourages	read-
ers	to	co-create	their	own	versions	of	the	story,	either	filling	in	the	gaps	or	developing	
new	strands.	

Designed	originally	as	entertainment,	Inanimate	Alice	has	been	adopted	by	teachers	
eager	to	develop	their	students’	digital	literacy	skills.		Created	around	a	high-quality	
robust	text,	the	story	provides	the	ideal	context	for	teaching	global	citizenship	and	for	
learning	across	the	curriculum.
	
Inanimate	Alice	is	Transmedia	-	designed	as	a	story	that	unfolds	over	time	and	on	mul-
tiple	platforms,	the	episodes	are	available	on	devices	capable	of	running	Flash	Player.	
Alice	connects	technologies,	languages,	cultures,	generations	and	curricula	within	a	
sweeping	narrative	accessible	by	all.

As	Alice’s	journey	progresses,	new	storylines	appear	elsewhere	providing	more	details	
and	insights,	enriching	the	tale	through	surprising	developments.	

http://popplet.com

http://www.comicmaster.org.uk

http://www.inanimatealice.com

http://www.rose-prism.org/moodle/prism/nlink.php?ref=042013&pass=aHR0cDovL3d3dy5yZWFkZm9ybGlmZS5vcmcv
http://www.rose-prism.org/moodle/prism/nlink.php?ref=042013&pass=aHR0cDovL3d3dy5yZWFkZm9ybGlmZS5vcmcv
http://www.rose-prism.org/moodle/prism/nlink.php?ref=042013&pass=aHR0cDovL3BvcHBsZXQuY29tLw==
http://www.rose-prism.org/moodle/prism/nlink.php?ref=042013&pass=aHR0cDovL3BvcHBsZXQuY29tLw==
http://www.rose-prism.org/moodle/prism/nlink.php?ref=042013&pass=aHR0cDovL3d3dy5jb21pY21hc3Rlci5vcmcudWsv
http://www.rose-prism.org/moodle/prism/nlink.php?ref=042013&pass=aHR0cDovL3d3dy5jb21pY21hc3Rlci5vcmcudWsv
http://www.rose-prism.org/moodle/prism/nlink.php?ref=042013&pass=aHR0cDovL3d3dy5pbmFuaW1hdGVhbGljZS5jb20v
http://www.rose-prism.org/moodle/prism/nlink.php?ref=042013&pass=aHR0cDovL3d3dy5pbmFuaW1hdGVhbGljZS5jb20v
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Track your family’s water usage

Profits from selling virtual lemonade

Microsoft WorldWide Telescope

Some	of	us	take	water,	a	basic	necessity	
for	sustaining	human	life,	for	granted.	We	
use	it	without	thinking	about	it.	What	do	
you	and	your	family	do	that	uses	water?

How	much	water	does	each	of	these	
activities	typically	require?	For	example,	
how	much	water	does	a	five-minute	
shower	use?	How	much	water	does	it	
take	to	hand-wash	dishes?	Or	to	run	a	
dishwasher?

According	to	the	U.S.	Environmental	Pro-
tection	Agency,	an	average	five-minute	
shower	takes	15–25	gallons	of	water.	
Hand	washing	dishes	uses	12–20	gallons	

of	water.	An	automatic	dishwasher	load	
uses	9–12	gallons.	
The	average	U.S.	home	uses	more	than	
100,000	gallons	of	water	(inside	and	out-
side)	per	year	(U.S.	Environmental	Protec-
tion	Agency).	The	average	person	uses	
100	gallons	of	water	per	day.	Estimate	
and	write	down	how	much	water	you	
think	your	family	uses	on	a	hot,	sunny	
Saturday	when	everyone	is	at	home.

In	this	activity,	you	will	follow	a	series	of	
steps	to	determine	how	much	water	your	
family	uses,	record	your	findings	in	an	
Office	Excel	2007	spreadsheet,	and	then	
write	a	report	analyzing	your	findings.

When	you	run	your	own	
business,	you	have	to	
make	a	lot	of	important	
decisions	based	on	math.	
You	have	to	calculate	how	
many	supplies	to	buy,	
analyze	the	data	you	col-
lect	from	your	sales	figures	
every	day,	and	make	
decisions	about	the	future	
based	on	the	conclusions	
you	draw	from	your	infor-
mation.

In	this	activity,	you	will	
each	set	up	and	run	your	
own	business—a	lemon-
ade	stand.	You	will	make	
all	the	business	decisions	
about	materials,	costs,	
and	how	to	make	the	
lemonade.	You	will	run	the	
lemonade	stand,	record	
your	data,	and	then	ana-
lyze	how	much	money	you	
made	or	lost.

Remember	that	even	if	
the	lemonade	you	sell	
tastes	really	good,	you	
may	not	always	sell	a	lot.	
Sometimes	the	weather	
affects	how	much	lemon-
ade	people	purchase.	You	
will	get	to	see	a	weather	
forecast,	but	remember	
that	weather	forecasts	are	
not	always	accurate.

Geography	includes	any	description	of	the	Earth,	including	not	only	its	land	and	the	
features	of	that	land,	but	also	its	inhabitants,	climate,	and	all	natural	and	historical	
events	that	occur	on	Earth.	Topography,	instead,	focuses	on	studying	and	mapping	the	
surface	shape	and	features	of	places,	such	as	how	much	water	and	land	covers	the	
surface	of	a	planet,	what	kind	of	land	it	is,	whether	there	are	mountains,	and	so	on.	
Has	anyone	seen	a	topographic	map?	These	maps	show	the	features	of	the	surface,	
such	as	the	elevation	of	mountains.		
	
We	are	going	on	a	virtual	tour	of	the	topography	first	of	Earth	and	then	of	Mars	using	
the	WorldWide	Telescope	(WWT),	virtualization	software	that	combines	many	kinds	
of	scientific	data	to	give	you	an	interactive,	three	dimensional	view	of	our	universe.	As	
we	tour,	listen	for	the	information	asked	for	on	the	Student	Handout	and	fill	it	in.	Once	
we	have	finished	our	tour	together,	you	will	have	an	opportunity	to	use	the	WWT	
to	explore	one	topographical	feature	of	Earth	and	one	of	Mars	by	yourself,	compare	
them,	and	present	your	findings.

http://www.microsoft.com/educa-
tion/en-us/teachers/plans/Pages/

water_usage.aspx

http://www.microsoft.com/educa-
tion/en-us/teachers/plans/Pages/

calculating_profits.aspx

http://www.microsoft.com/educa-
tion/en-us/teachers/plans/Pages/

earth-and-mars.aspx

http://www.rose-prism.org/moodle/prism/nlink.php?ref=042013&pass=aHR0cDovL3d3dy5taWNyb3NvZnQuY29tL2VkdWNhdGlvbi9lbi11cy90ZWFjaGVycy9wbGFucy9QYWdlcy93YXRlcl91c2FnZS5hc3B4
http://www.rose-prism.org/moodle/prism/nlink.php?ref=042013&pass=aHR0cDovL3d3dy5taWNyb3NvZnQuY29tL2VkdWNhdGlvbi9lbi11cy90ZWFjaGVycy9wbGFucy9QYWdlcy93YXRlcl91c2FnZS5hc3B4
http://www.rose-prism.org/moodle/prism/nlink.php?ref=042013&pass=aHR0cDovL3d3dy5taWNyb3NvZnQuY29tL2VkdWNhdGlvbi9lbi11cy90ZWFjaGVycy9wbGFucy9QYWdlcy9jYWxjdWxhdGluZ19wcm9maXRzLmFzcHg=
http://www.rose-prism.org/moodle/prism/nlink.php?ref=042013&pass=aHR0cDovL3d3dy5taWNyb3NvZnQuY29tL2VkdWNhdGlvbi9lbi11cy90ZWFjaGVycy9wbGFucy9QYWdlcy9jYWxjdWxhdGluZ19wcm9maXRzLmFzcHg=
http://www.rose-prism.org/moodle/prism/nlink.php?ref=042013&pass=aHR0cDovL3d3dy5taWNyb3NvZnQuY29tL2VkdWNhdGlvbi9lbi11cy90ZWFjaGVycy9wbGFucy9QYWdlcy9lYXJ0aC1hbmQtbWFycy5hc3B4
http://www.rose-prism.org/moodle/prism/nlink.php?ref=042013&pass=aHR0cDovL3d3dy5taWNyb3NvZnQuY29tL2VkdWNhdGlvbi9lbi11cy90ZWFjaGVycy9wbGFucy9QYWdlcy9lYXJ0aC1hbmQtbWFycy5hc3B4
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Professional Opportunities

What PRISM Can Do For You!

2013 PBL Institute Registration is now Open
The	2013	PBL	Institute	will	feature	four	days	of	in-depth	sessions	to	help	educators:	
	 •	Work	one-on-one	with	content	area	specialists
	 •	Learn	from	traveling	facilitators	who	are	experts	on	PBL	implementation	
	 •	Participate	in	advanced	levels	of	PBL
	 •	Earn	“badges”	reflecting	PBL	expertise
	 •	Learn	how	to	design,	manage,	and	assess	standards-focused	projects
	 •	Engage	in	best	practices	to	support	sustainable	implementation	of	PBL
	 •	Develop,	exhibit,	and	receive	individual	feedback	on	a	PBL	unit	to	be	used	in	the	attendee’s	classroom.	
	 •	Exchange	ideas	through	the	final	project	exhibition
	 •	Network	with	other	PBL	educators	from	Indiana	and	beyond
	 •	Learn	about	the	Indiana	PBL	Certification	program	sponsored	by	the	Indiana	Collaborative	for	PBL

Registration	Windows	&	Fees:	
January	15	–	May	10.............$260	per	person			
May	11	–	June	14..................$360	per	person	
June	15	–	June	27.................$400	per	person	

Register	at	PBLinstitute.com	

School	teams	of	five	or	more	people	qualify	for	a	20%	discount	between	January	15	and	May	10.	A	team	is	defined	as	
five	or	more	individuals	from	the	same	school,	school	corporation,	or	organization	who	are	paying	from	one	credit	card,	
purchase	order,	or	check.	All	PBL	book	orders	for	registrants	must	be	received	by	June	1,	2013.	Attendees	who	have	not	
ordered	a	book	by	June	1,	2013,	may	order	one	directly	from	BIE.org.

•	 Easily	find	the	perfect	
teaching	and	learning	
resources	from	our	library	
of	over	4,000.

•	 Save	a	list	of	your	favorite	
resources	for	quick	
retrieval.

•	 Create	and	share	lesson	
plans	that	teach	your	
subjects	utilizing	your	
favorite	resources.

•	 Develop	online	classrooms	
with	interactive	
assignments,	lessons,	
quizzes	and	more!

•	 Store	your	classroom	
materials	online	so	that	
they	are	available	to	you	
from	any	computer.

•	 Reach	your	students	more	
effectively	by	using	web	
media	for	the	digital	age.

•	 Earn	PGP	points	by	
completing	PRISM	led	
online	Moodle	course	–	
either	Beginning	Moodle	
or	Intermediate	Moodle	
courses	are	available	to	
you	at	no	cost	several	
times	throughout	the	year.

•	 Select	from	free	learning	
resources	that	emphasize	
visualization,	rich	context,	
staged-problem	solving,	
and	electronically	
enabled	collaboration	/	
communication.

•	 Augment	your	own	
dynamic	presence	in	the	
classroom	with	teaching	
tools	that	mirror	the	skills	
needed	for	success	in	
higher	education	and	the	
21st	Century	workplace.

Through our strong support 
from the Lilly Endowment 

and others, we are constant-
ly growing and improving. 
Check our site regularly to 

see what new resources you 
can use in your classroom.

www.rose-prism.org

www.rose-prism.org

PRISM	 is	 a	 free	website	 that	 provides	 collections	 of	 online	 resources	 for	 Indiana	 educators	 in	 the	
fields	of	science,	technology,	engineering,	and	mathematics	(STEM).	The	primary	collection	of	digital	
teaching	materials	is	indexed	according	to	the	Indiana	Academic	Standards	for	6th,	7th,	and	8th	grade	
and	secondary	education	courses.
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