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PRISM updates to Moodle 2.5!
We	are	proud	to	announce	that	PRISM	is	now	integrated	with	Moodle	2.5.	Moodle	
2.5	offers	improvements	to	existing	features	and	many	bug	fixes.	Some	new	features	
include:
								•	 Shorter	forms:	Creation	of	Moodle	activities	(like	Quizzes,	Assignments,	etc.)		
	 have	been	simplified	and	are	much	easier	to	understand	with	many	advanced		
	 settings	now	optional.
								•	 You	can	now	drag	and	drop	media	and	text	right	onto	your	course	page.
								•	 Forums	now	have	an	optional	word	count	feature.	Enabling	this	will	show	a		
	 word	count	at	the	bottom	of	each	forum	post.
								•	 You	can	now	set	up	a	template	for	Essay	question	types	that	will	help	guide		
	 students	as	they	answer	essay	questions.
								•	 The	Quiz	activity	now	has	an	auto-save	option	for	quiz	attempts.
	
To	see	the	full	list	of	improvements,	view	the	Moodle	release	notes.
Let	us	know	if	you	have	any	comments	or	questions	about	Moodle	2.5.

PRISM Summer Workshop Underway

	
The	PRISM	program	has	teamed	with	the	Vigo	County	School	Corporation	to	provide	
middle	school	teachers	with	new	classroom	concepts	that	encourage	students	to	seek	
careers	in	science,	technology,	engineering,	and	math.	Professors	Maarij	Syed,	Erin	
Phelps,	and	Renee	Rogge	are	teaching	concepts	in	nanotechnology,	solar	energy,	and	
gravity-powered	machines.		

Read	more	about	this	exciting	workshop	at	http://tribstar.com.

http://www.rose-prism.org/moodle/prism/nlink.php?ref=062013&pass=aHR0cDovL3d3dy5yb3NlLXByaXNtLm9yZy8=
http://www.rose-prism.org/moodle/prism/nlink.php?ref=062013&pass=aHR0cDovL3d3dy5yb3NlLWh1bG1hbi5lZHUv
http://docs.moodle.org/dev/Moodle_2.5_release_notes
http://www.rose-prism.org/moodle/prism/nlink.php?ref=062013&pass=aHR0cDovL3RyaWJzdGFyLmNvbS9uZXdzL3gxNTc3MjkzMTMvQXBwbGllZC1zY2llbmNl
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Edublogs

SurveyMonkey

VocabAhead

Edublogs	lets	you	easily	create	&	
manage	student	&	teacher	blogs,	quickly	
customize	designs	and	include	videos,	
photos	&	podcasts.		Create	a	class	and	
keep	total	control	over	student	posts	and	
comments.	Monitor	and	moderate	all	
content:	forums,threaded	discussions,	
wikis,	ePortfolios,	and	more.	

Every	blog	can	also	be	made	to	look	
completely	unique!		Choose	from	over	
140	beautiful	themes,	use	your	own	

custom	domain	name,	add	widgets,	
change	colors,	and	custom	backgrounds.

Safe.	Extensive	content	filters	and	tools	
are	in	place	to	keep	our	blogs	student	
friendly.

Privacy.	Choose	to	have	blogs	fully	
open,	block	search	engines,	or	password	
protected	with	just	a	click.

SurveyMonkey	is	the	
world’s	most	popular	on-
line	survey	tool.	It’s	easier	
than	ever	to	send	free	
surveys,	polls,	question-
naires,	customer	feedback	
and	market	research.	
Plus	get	access	to	survey	
questions	and	professional	
templates.

With	15	question	types	
including	rating	scales,	
multiple	choice,	and	more,	
it’s	easy	to	create	online	
surveys	from	scratch.	Or,	
choose	certified	questions	
from	the	Question	Bank,	a	
library	of	question	tem-
plates.	Gather	responses	
with	one	handy	URL	by	

including	your	link	on	
emails,	websites,	Twitter,	
Facebook,	and	more.	All	of	
our	survey	templates	meet	
Section	508	accessibility	
standards.	Plus,	they	look	
great	on	just	about	any	
device.

Learn Vocabulary words from Grades 6-12, SAT, GRE or ACT using our groundbreak-
ing system for free. There are over 2000 vocabulary words explained using Videos. 
Take Quizzes, play crossword puzzle, create your own word lists or share and import 
lists from others.  SAT vocabulary proficiency comes into play in two sections that 
make up the SAT exam, critical reading and writing.  

Adequate reading comprehension depends quite a bit on the reader’s ability to de-
termine the meaning of unfamiliar words from the context in which they’re found.  
The designers of the test know that if a student is going to do well in college that 
they must have a reasonably good command of English vocabulary.  Otherwise, they 
will be handicapped when it comes to reading through the various textbooks and 
communicating their thoughts and ideas fluidly.

It’s important for high school students planning to take the SAT test to start building 
their vocabulary early on, as this isn’t something you can do overnight.  One of the 
best ways to do this is to read, read, and read.  Read fiction, non-fiction, newspa-
pers, magazines, online, etc.  When you run across words you don’t know either look 
them up immediately or jot them down and look them up later.  Spend some time 
on this EVERY DAY.  Make it a habit.

Edublogs.org

SurveyMonkey.com

Vocabahead.com

http://www.rose-prism.org/moodle/prism/nlink.php?ref=062013&pass=aHR0cDovL2VkdWJsb2dzLm9yZy8=
http://www.rose-prism.org/moodle/prism/nlink.php?ref=062013&pass=aHR0cDovL3d3dy5zdXJ2ZXltb25rZXkuY29tLw==
http://www.rose-prism.org/moodle/prism/nlink.php?ref=062013&pass=aHR0cDovL2VkdWJsb2dzLm9yZy8=
http://www.rose-prism.org/moodle/prism/nlink.php?ref=062013&pass=aHR0cDovL3d3dy5zdXJ2ZXltb25rZXkuY29tLw==
http://www.rose-prism.org/moodle/prism/nlink.php?ref=062013&pass=aHR0cDovL3d3dy52b2NhYmFoZWFkLmNvbS8=
http://www.rose-prism.org/moodle/prism/nlink.php?ref=062013&pass=aHR0cDovL3d3dy52b2NhYmFoZWFkLmNvbS8=
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Project Gutenburg

bubbl.us

Fit 4 the Classroom

Project	Gutenberg	offers	over	42,000	free	
ebooks:	choose	among	free	epub	books,	
free	kindle	books,	download	them	or	
read	them	online.

They	carry	high	quality	ebooks:	All	of	
their	ebooks	were	previously	published	
by	bona	fide	publishers.	They	digitized	
and	diligently	proofread	them	with	the	
help	of	thousands	of	volunteers.

No	fee	or	registration	is	required,	but	if	
you	find	Project	Gutenberg	useful,	they	
kindly	ask	you	to	donate	a	small	amount	
so	they	can	buy	and	digitize	more	books.

Project	Gutenburg	also	has	a	sizable	
library	of	audiobooks.

Launched	in	2006,	
bubbl.us	has	quickly	
become	a	favorite	tool	
for	brainstorming	online.		
Since	then,	over	2	million	
“mind	maps”	were	created	
and	over	1.5	million	bubbl.
us	users	enjoyed	their	
brainstorming	sessions.		
Everyone	from	businesses,	
universitites,	schools	and	
other	organizations	are	
using	bubbl.us	worldwide	
to	generate	ideas	and	
create	presentations.	
	
This	simple	and	free	

online	tool	allows	you	
to	brainstorm	ideas	and	
create	concept	maps	
with	no	special	software!	
Bubble.us	features	some	
highly	interactive	abilities:	
saving	your	mind	map	
as	an	image,	sharing	
(emailing)	your	work	with	
a	friend,	printing	your	
organizer,	creating	colorful	
mind	map	organizers,	
embedding	your	work	into	
a	website	or	blog,	and	
working	with	friends.	You	
are	able	to	“play”	at	this	
site	without	registering;	

however	registration	
is	necessary	for	saving,	
embedding,	emailing,	and	
other	features.	

TIP:	the	free	version	only	
allows	you	to	SAVE	three	
maps,	so	you	will	want	
to	save	your	completed	
maps	as	images,	then	
deleted	them	from	your	
membership	to	make	
room	for	more	freebies.

Being fit takes more than just eating right and exercising. It also means doing 
simple things to help you make healthy choices throughout the day. 

Discovery Education, Sanford Health and WebMD teamed up to create a new 
program called fit 4 the classroom, an extension of the fit initiative designed 
to educate, motivate, and inspire children of all ages to live a healthy lifestyle. 
Below you will find a series of elementary lesson plans with engaging activities 
and videos that can tie into your math, science and other subjects and 
demonstrate the importance of a balanced daily life.

Gutenberg.org

bubbl.us

fit4theclassroom.com

http://www.rose-prism.org/moodle/prism/nlink.php?ref=062013&pass=aHR0cDovL3d3dy5ndXRlbmJlcmcub3JnLw==
http://www.rose-prism.org/moodle/prism/nlink.php?ref=062013&pass=aHR0cDovL3d3dy5ndXRlbmJlcmcub3JnLw==
http://www.rose-prism.org/moodle/prism/nlink.php?ref=062013&pass=aHR0cHM6Ly9idWJibC51cy8=
http://www.rose-prism.org/moodle/prism/nlink.php?ref=062013&pass=aHR0cHM6Ly9idWJibC51cy8=
http://www.rose-prism.org/moodle/prism/nlink.php?ref=062013&pass=aHR0cDovL3d3dy5maXQ0dGhlY2xhc3Nyb29tLmNvbS8=
http://www.rose-prism.org/moodle/prism/nlink.php?ref=062013&pass=aHR0cDovL3d3dy5maXQ0dGhlY2xhc3Nyb29tLmNvbS8=
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Flocabulary

Periodic Videos

Learn.Genetics: DNA Extraction

The	idea	for	Flocabulary	first	came	to	
founder/lyricist	Blake	Harrison	in	high	
school.	A	good	student	who	still	struggled	
to	memorize	facts	for	tests,	he	wondered	
why	it	was	so	easy	to	remember	lines	to	
his	favorite	rap	songs	but	so	difficult	to	
memorize	the	definitions	of	new	vocabu-
lary	words.	Blake	realized	that	if	a	rapper	
released	an	album	that	defined	SAT	vocab	
words,	students	would	have	a	fun	and	ef-
fective	way	to	prepare	for	the	SAT.

After	studying	English	at	the	University	of	
Pennsylvania	and	working	on	his	rapping	
at	gatherings	around	Philadelphia,	Blake	

moved	out	West.	In	San	Francisco,	he	met	
Alex	Rappaport,	a	musician	and	producer.	
Alex	had	studied	music	at	Tufts	Univer-
sity	and	was	writing	tracks	for	indie	films	
and	producing	ring	tones	for	cell	phones.	
Together	they	started	Flocabulary.	

Flocabulary	has	since		grown	to	include	
songs	and	curricular	programs	for	lan-
guage	arts,	math,	social	studies	and	
science.	Defined	as	much	by	its	success	as	
by	its	committed	social	mission,	Flocabu-
lary	is	poised	to	reach	more	students	
than	ever,	putting	smiles	on	their	faces	
and	A’s	on	their	report	cards.

Tables	charting	the	chemi-
cal	elements	have	been	
around	since	the	19th	
century	-	but	this	modern	
version	has	a	short	video	
about	each	one.
We’ve	done	all	118	-	but	
our	job’s	not	finished.	Now	
we’re	updating	all	the	
videos	with	new	stories,	
better	samples	and	bigger	
experiments.

Plus	we’re	making	films	
about	other	areas	of	
chemistry,	latest	news	and	
occasional	adventures	
away	from	the	lab.

We’ve	also	started	a	new	
series	-	The	Molecular	
Videos	-	featuring	our	
favourite	molecules	and	
compounds.

All	these	videos	are	cre-
ated	by	video	journalist	
Brady	Haran,	featuring	real	
working	chemists	from	the	
University	of	Nottingham.

The Genetic Science Learning Center is a science and health education program 
located in the midst of the bioscience research being carried out at the University of 
Utah. Our mission is making science easy for everyone to understand. 

Learn.Genetics delivers educational materials on genetics, bioscience and health 
topics. They are designed to be used by students, teachers and members of the pub-
lic. The materials meet selected US education standards for science and health.

In this virtual lab you will learn that DNA is extracted from human cells for a variety 
of reasons. With a pure sample of DNA you can test a newborn for a genetic disease, 
analyze forensic evidence, or study a gene involved in cancer. Use this virtual labora-
tory to perform a cheek swab and extract DNA from human cells.

Flocabulary.com

periodicvideos.com

learn.genetics.utah.edu

http://www.rose-prism.org/moodle/prism/nlink.php?ref=062013&pass=aHR0cDovL3d3dy5mbG9jYWJ1bGFyeS5jb20v
http://www.rose-prism.org/moodle/prism/nlink.php?ref=062013&pass=aHR0cDovL3d3dy5mbG9jYWJ1bGFyeS5jb20v
http://www.rose-prism.org/moodle/prism/nlink.php?ref=062013&pass=aHR0cDovL3d3dy5wZXJpb2RpY3ZpZGVvcy5jb20v
http://www.rose-prism.org/moodle/prism/nlink.php?ref=062013&pass=aHR0cDovL3d3dy5wZXJpb2RpY3ZpZGVvcy5jb20v
http://www.rose-prism.org/moodle/prism/nlink.php?ref=062013&pass=aHR0cDovL2xlYXJuLmdlbmV0aWNzLnV0YWguZWR1L2NvbnRlbnQvbGFicy9leHRyYWN0aW9uLw==
http://www.rose-prism.org/moodle/prism/nlink.php?ref=062013&pass=aHR0cDovL2xlYXJuLmdlbmV0aWNzLnV0YWguZWR1L2NvbnRlbnQvbGFicy9leHRyYWN0aW9uLw==
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Professional Opportunities

What PRISM Can Do For You!

 
Registration is now OPEN for eRev13!

From	July	10th	-	July	11th,	join	your	fellow	school	leaders	for	a	Leadership	2.0	experience	designed	specifically	to	meet	
the	needs	of	building	and	district-level	administrators,	kicked	off	on	Wednesday	morning	with	a	special	session	led	by	
Eric	Sheninger.			Attend	multiple	panel	discussions	that	feature	leaders	with	expertise	in	hot	topics	that	are	affecting	
education	right	now.		Three	outstanding	keynote	speakers:	Adam	Bellow,	Yong	Zhao,	and	Eric	Sheninger.		They	speak	at	
conferences	around	the	state	and	around	the	country.	They	love	sharing	their	classroom	resources.	They’re	ROCKSTARS	
and	they’re	coming	to	eRev13!		

We	will	have	over	250		fifty	minute	concurrent	sessions	that	focus	on	teaching	and	learning	in	the	digital	age.		We	dare	
you	to	try	and	NOT	find	something	you	want	to	learn!		You	can	earn	a	total	of	14	Professional	Growth	Points	towards	
license	renewal	attending	both	days	of	the	conference.		The	eRevolution	was	recently	nominated	for	a	Leadership	
Evansville	Celebration	of	Leadership	award	in	the	Division	of	Business/Organization	and	category	of	Education.	eRev13	
is	part	of	the	network	of	Summer	of	eLearning	conferences	sponsored	by	the	Indiana	Department	of	Education.	We	
sold	out	last	year	and	we	expect	to	sell	out	again	this	year.		

Register	now	at:	http://evscicats.com/erevolution/

•	 Easily	find	the	perfect	
teaching	and	learning	
resources	from	our	library	
of	over	4,000.

•	 Save	a	list	of	your	favorite	
resources	for	quick	
retrieval.

•	 Create	and	share	lesson	
plans	that	teach	your	
subjects	utilizing	your	
favorite	resources.

•	 Develop	online	classrooms	
with	interactive	
assignments,	lessons,	
quizzes	and	more!

•	 Store	your	classroom	
materials	online	so	that	
they	are	available	to	you	
from	any	computer.

•	 Reach	your	students	more	
effectively	by	using	web	
media	for	the	digital	age.

•	 Earn	PGP	points	by	
completing	PRISM	led	
online	Moodle	course	–	
either	Beginning	Moodle	
or	Intermediate	Moodle	
courses	are	available	to	
you	at	no	cost	several	
times	throughout	the	year.

•	 Select	from	free	learning	
resources	that	emphasize	
visualization,	rich	context,	
staged-problem	solving,	
and	electronically	
enabled	collaboration	/	
communication.

•	 Augment	your	own	
dynamic	presence	in	the	
classroom	with	teaching	
tools	that	mirror	the	skills	
needed	for	success	in	
higher	education	and	the	
21st	Century	workplace.

Through our strong support 
from the Lilly Endowment 

and others, we are constant-
ly growing and improving. 
Check our site regularly to 

see what new resources you 
can use in your classroom.

www.rose-prism.org

www.rose-prism.org

PRISM	is	a	free	website	that	provides	collections	of	online	resources	for	Indiana	educators	in	the	
fields	 of	 science,	 technology,	 engineering,	 and	mathematics	 (STEM).	 The	 primary	 collection	 of	
digital	teaching	materials	is	indexed	according	to	the	Indiana	Academic	Standards	for	6th,	7th,	and	
8th	grade	and	secondary	education	courses.

http://www.rose-prism.org/moodle/prism/nlink.php?ref=062013&pass=aHR0cDovL2V2c2NpY2F0cy5jb20vZXJldm9sdXRpb24v
http://www.rose-prism.org/moodle/prism/nlink.php?ref=062013&pass=aHR0cDovL3d3dy5saWxseWVuZG93bWVudC5vcmcv
http://www.rose-prism.org/moodle/prism/nlink.php?ref=062013&pass=aHR0cDovL3d3dy5yb3NlLXByaXNtLm9yZy8=
http://www.rose-prism.org/moodle/prism/nlink.php?ref=042013&pass=aHR0cDovL3d3dy5yb3NlLXByaXNtLm9yZy8=
http://www.rose-prism.org/moodle/prism/nlink.php?ref=062013&pass=aHR0cDovL3d3dy5yb3NlLXByaXNtLm9yZy8=
http://www.rose-prism.org/moodle/prism/nlink.php?ref=062013&pass=aHR0cDovL3d3dy5yb3NlLXByaXNtLm9yZy8=
http://www.rose-prism.org/moodle/prism/nlink.php?ref=042013&pass=aHR0cDovL3d3dy5saWxseWVuZG93bWVudC5vcmcv
http://www.rose-prism.org/moodle/prism/nlink.php?ref=062013&pass=aHR0cDovL3d3dy5saWxseWVuZG93bWVudC5vcmcv
http://www.rose-prism.org/moodle/prism/nlink.php?ref=062013&pass=aHR0cDovL2V2c2NpY2F0cy5jb20vZXJldm9sdXRpb24v

